
Dear Classmate,

Welcome to 2017 and the year of our 40th Dartmouth 
reunion, June 15-18!   I am sure we are all wondering 
how 40 years slipped by so quickly.  We are now at a 
point when we can look back at our lives and think 
about where we’ve been, what we’ve done and who we 
know now that we have “roamed the girdled earth” 
for the past forty years.  Dartmouth was our launch-
pad.  The Reunion Committee and all members of the 
Executive Committee are hoping you will return to the 
Hanover plain to share the past 40 years with class-
mates and friends, recall our shared experiences and 
revel in the lives we have led up to now - we’re getting 
be77er all the time!

Reunion registration will go live on March 1.  Be sure 
to register ASAP for the Early Bird rate, a savings of 
up to $100. The Reunion Committee of over  thirty 
members, led by chairman JIM GUTH, is planning a 
variety of interesting and educational class experiences 
along with College programming including lectures 
and on-the-green performance spectacles.  For the 
first time in 20 years, the classes of ‘76 and ‘78 will be 
joining us, an even greater incentive to attend and see 
friends you may not have seen since graduation.  Our 
three tents will be gathered together adjacent to the 
gym, making it easy to visit and catch up during break-
fasts or to socialize in the evenings after the official 
day is over.  Keep up with details on our website www.
dar7mou7h.com.

Not many classes have had classmate as Dartmouth 
President, just four in the last 100 years, including the  
great Class of 1977.  Our President PHIL HANLON 
and his even better half and our adopted classmate 
GAIL GENTES have graciously offered their home 
to us for a reception and dinner on the lawn on Sat-
urday evening.  It will be a once-in-a-lifetime reunion 
event, not to be missed!  What a wonderful oppor-
tunity to celebrate Dartmouth, the Class of 1977 and 
Dartmouth’s current President, our classmate, and 

the important initiatives he has introduced to bring 
Dartmouth into the 21st century with strength and 
relevance.

Our tentative reunion schedule includes a pop-up 
arts celebration with ‘78 (so be sure to contact NORA 
ODENDAHL (Nora.Odendahl@gmail.com) if you 
have any form of art you’d like to present--visual, 
performance or literary), sporting events like biking 
and hiking and golf at a nearby Rees Jones-designed 
course, tastings of all kinds on Thursday evening-- 
craft beers, wine, coffee and cheeses, with the former 
three produced by classmates; a Friday luncheon 
performance by the Aires and Distractions of ‘76, ‘77 
and ‘78;  a steel band, a jazz quartet; the ‘77 “Imagine” 
panel on reimagining careers with JOHN DONVAN 
as moderator and a Friday afternoon Memorial Service 
to remember those ‘77s who have left us much too 
soon.  It will be an intense and FUN! three days.  There 
is only so much QTR, Quality Time Remaining, and 
we hope you will choose to spend some of it with your 
Dartmouth friends and classmates.

Speaking of reimagining careers and QTR, make the 
most of both with “Dartmouth for Life,”  introduced by 
Martha Beattie ‘76, VP of Alumni Relations.  She wants 
you to “visit the new Dartmouth Alumni website to 
find more than 60 online lectures from Dartmouth fac-
ulty who provide expert insight on a range of relevant 
topics—perfect to listen to during your commute or a 
weekend trip.  Take a look at http://alumni.dartmouth.
edu/learn/faculty-lectures.  Or browse through nearly 
300 book recommendations from Dartmouth’s faculty.”   
See http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/learn/good-reads.

Martha also recommends visiting Baker-Berry library, 
either by finding a quiet space in Baker or virtually. 
The Digital Library for Alumni offers the remarkable 
gift of remote access to databases, full text journals, 
magazines, and newspapers. And alumni borrowing 
privileges never expire!  Try http://www.dartmouth.
edu/~library/alumni/?mswitch-redir=classic.
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IMAGINE Panel at our 40th Reunion

Seeking true-life ‘77 stories! At our 40th reunion, class-
mate JOHN DONVAN will moderate a panel looking 
at the major life transitions some of us have made -- or 
are perhaps yet to make. To that end, we would love 
to hear right now from any of you who have turned 
major corners -- professionally, personally, or other-
wise -- over the four decades since we left Dartmouth. 
Or, if you don’t fit that description, please tell us about 
classmates you know who do, and we’ll follow up. The 
goal is a fantastic discussion meant to go deep on the 
matter of knowing who we are, 40 years out, and when 
that knowledge has led to re-invention.

Please contact any member of this committee if you 
would like to share your story. Thank you.

BETSY STUEBER: stueber4@aol.com
RORY LAUGHNA:  rplaughna2@gmail.com
LIZ KADIN:  lizkadin@gmail.com
JOHN DONVAN:  johnjdonvan@gmail.com

Want a Dar7mou7h sweater?  Read on.....

Remember those groovy letter sweaters of the ‘70s?  
Want one of your own with our class logo?  
Hillflint has agreed to make some cotton acrylic 
sweaters for the Class of ‘77 at the reduced price 
of $75 IF we get 50 or more orders by 15 March.  
These are NOT part of reunion swag, they are 
extra.  Visit https://www.hillflint.com/cotton-dart-
mouth-1977-sweater for more details (if the link 
doesn’t work, please copy and paste the address).  If 
fewer than 50 orders are received by March 15, then 
the entire order will be cancelled and your money 
refunded. 

WAN7ED:  CLASS OF 
’77 PHOTOS

Got fun pics of yourself 
or classmates from Sept 
’73 to June ’77 or from 
any of our class reunion 
events??  If so, send ‘em 
in!!  We’re collecting for 
this year’s reunion bash.  
Please send ASAP (and no 
later than April) to BETTY 
STROOCK at  bstroock@
gmail.com.   

Or find a Dartmouth on Location event in a city near 
you. You’ll be taken to some amazing cultural and his-
torical venues and  Dartmouth faculty will guide you 
through the experience.  See more at http://alumni.
dartmouth.edu/learn/dartmouth-location.

Also, check out the latest Dartmouth Alumni career 
webinar series: “Strategies for a Successful Career Piv-
ot.” Whether you’re looking to switch jobs, move ahead 
in the one you have, or transition to a whole new field, 
this free webinar series will provide you with the tools 
you need to achieve your goals.  And it fits nicely with 
the topic of our class reunion “Imagine” panel:   http://
alumni.dartmouth.edu/learn/alumni-career-webinars.

Come to the reunion to reconnect, reimagine, “relearn” 
and just have fun!  We, the Class of ‘77 Executive Com-
mittee and Reunion Committee, hope to see you there.  
No excuses!

As a warm up, be sure to visit the class website, www.
dar7mou7h.com, and take a look at the complete 
Freshman Book and Aegis that class Brewmaster/Web-
master GARY ROGERS has cleverly installed.

Join in the excitement-- the Reunion Committee 
and future Class Executive Team NEED your help.  
PLEASE let us know if you are interested. 

Go DAR7MOU7H!  And don’t forget the
    77th day of the year
Nancy Parssinen Vespoli on March 18.  More to
Class of ‘77 President  come soon!
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We Will Not Be Denied: The Class of 1977 is on track to beat the 40th reunion record for Bartlett Tower 
Society members!  Help us get over the line by making a planned gift to Dartmouth.  Here’s how:

1.  Make a bequest:  Name Dartmouth as a beneficiary of your will, 401K, IRA or life insurance policy.  No mini-
mum.  You can get forms or designate a beneficiary of your 401K online from your plan administrator.
2.  Invest in a Life Income Plan:  In return for your gift, Dartmouth promises payments for life or a term of 
years through:
•  Gift annuities -- Receive a percentage of your gift, fixed at an amount based on your age when you begin re-
ceiving ($10,000 minimum);
•  Pooled Income -- Receive a portion of the net income of an investment pool ($10,000 minimum);
•  Charitable Remainder Unitrust -- The trust pays out a percentage of its income each year ($50,000 minimum).
3.  Set up a trust or life estate:
•  Dartmouth Donor Advised Fund -- Set up a charitable trust through Dartmouth. Each year, at least 2.5% of 
the trust assets are dispersed to Dartmouth and at least 2.5% of the trust assets are dispersed to the charities of 
your choice ($250,000 minimum);
•  Charitable Lead Trust -- You fund a charitable trust at Dartmouth. The trust pays Dartmouth for a number of 
years. Then the trust fund reverts back to you or someone else;
•  Retained Life Estate -- Give your house to Dartmouth, but live in it for the rest of your life.

Questions?  Contact JOHN STORELLA ‘77 at jrstorella@sbcglobal.net or 510-501-0567, or the Gift Planning 
Office at gift.planning@dartmouth.edu

Calling All Class of ’77 and ’78 Artists in Visual, Literary, or Performing Media!
 
Whether your creative work is a profession or an avocation, we hope that you will share a sample of it with fellow 
attendees at our classes’ Reunion in June 2017.
 
The 2017 arts showcase has four key components.  You can participate in one component or more:
1. A formal program of readings and presentations on Friday, 16 June 2017; 
2. A pop-up exhibit of artwork; 
3. An online directory with information about, and images or audio/video from, the artists and authors; and  
4. A personal challenge before the Reunion: to produce a new piece whose theme is appropriate for the occasion.
 
We welcome a wide range of media and especially hope to see recent or forthcoming projects. Previous Reunion 
events have included displays of sculptures, paintings, textiles, and photos, as well as premieres or previews of 
plays, films, and fiction. Both amateurs and professionals have participated.
 
Even if you can’t attend the Reunion, please consider finding a surrogate to showcase your work; presenting a 
sample of your work online; and/or taking up the personal challenge. 
 
If you are interested, please send an email ASAP to the organizers: 
Nora Odendahl ’77 (Nora.Odendahl@gmail.com) or Gar Waterman ’78 (Gar@GarWaterman.com).
 
Further information about the 2017 arts event can be found at  
http://www.dar7mou7h.com and 
http://1978.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes15/start.aspx?&gid=326 .
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TAKE A MINUTE FOR A MESSAGE...

BARRY HARWICK and his wife (and our adopted 
classmate) MARCIA attended the wedding of their 
older son Ben to Katie Mascitelli in Port Jervis, NY on 
October 8.  Ben and Katie live in NYC, where he works 
as Sponsorship Director for the NYCFC soccer club.  

GARY ROGERS:   “In September on a perfect late 
summer’s day, a large group of Dartmouth alums gath-
ered on the golf course to once again celebrate the life 
of our good friend and classmate MIKE BRIGHAM. 
We lost Brigsy to cancer five years ago, and each year 
we have met to raise money in support of the Michael 
Brigham Fund for Kidney Cancer Research at Boston’s 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. More than 25 green 
alums participated, including classmates MARK BER-
THIAUME, FRED KRAMER, JOHN HART, BRIAN 
MCCLOSKEY, TOM BARNICO, RORY LAUGHNA, 
KEVIN YOUNG, and yours truly. Brigsy was a special 
guy and is greatly missed....”

SANDY WOOD reported on another adventure with 
DOUG MAVOR:  “Amazing and eventful three week 
trip down the Grand Canyon in small rafts with Dart-
mouth buddy Doug Mavor.  Over 100 named rapids, 
huge white water, tons of incredible hiking and climb-
ing, camping, best geology in the world on display, two 
members tossed out of rafts in various maelstroms, two 
flash floods, one of our group injured in a climbing 
accident (had to be choppered out) and the best night 
skies of my life due to no light pollution. We even 
saved a seriously lost hiker during a massive rainstorm 
who was hyperthermic, disoriented and likely wouldn’t 
have lasted much longer! Fortunately Dougie is a really 
skilled oarsman and we made it! Following John Wes-
ley Powell!”

KIM ROSENAU YORK 
out on the Snoqualmie 
Nordic trails in Washing-
ton.  Wish you were there?

LESLIE BRADFORD, DEE DEE SIMPSON, 
NANCY VESPOLI, TOM FOSTER, BETSY 
STUEBER  and ‘76 Ann Fritz Hackett celebrat-
ed New Year’s Eve in Florida.  

While GARY ROG-
ERS and PETE VO-
LANAKIS climbed 
Moosilauke.  At least 
we think it’s them!!

When our class star 
JENNIFER LEIGH WAR-
REN isn’t hanging out 
with Johnny Mathis, she’s 
performing.  Watch for 
details of her one-wom-
an show in Ventura, 
CA, provisionally titled 
‘Bassey, Bailey, Nina and 
More: The Women Who 
Inspired My Career’, 
currently scheduled for 
March 18-19.
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Continuing our ‘who’s the youngest in the class?’ 
thread, BEVERLY GRAF wrote:  “I was looking 
through my new Class of ’77 newsletter, and saw the 
query asking whether anyone in the class was born 
after 2/11/56 (my buddy Nora Odendahl’s birthday). 
I plead guilty. My birthday is 2/24/56. A shout out to 
fellow amethyst girl, Nora. Didn’t know she was also 
born in February.”

  Beverly is an adjunct
  professor of art at Pepperdine
  and also teaches at UCLA.

Then ALLISON GRANT WILLIAMS sent in this 
message:  “Hello Dartmouth ladies.  Although I em-
brace my years, I thought to write in that I am younger 
than Liz Kadin (2/10/56) and Nora Odendahl.   My 
birth date was April 6th, 1956.  I celebrated my 60th as 
well this year, and it felt better doing so in Paris!!!!  
Perhaps there are other challengers, there must be.”  

          Allison and hubby Dar-      
           rell in Paris.  Allison is   
           Chief Administrative
           Officer of Exchange Traded
           Funds at Northern Trust
           Investments.

NORA ODENDAHL responded:  “After hearing from 
MAX ANDERSON about his new book, I noticed that 
his birthday is May 1, 1956, so he was born later than 
most of the class.”

Then JACKIE ACKERMAN moved into the lead:  
”Hope you are well! I enjoyed the latest newsletter and 
want to let you know that Nora Odendahl is definitely 
not the youngest member of our class. I was born on 
September 11, 1956.”

 Jackie as a freshman...

Editor’s Note:  This age ‘competition’ got so many 
responses that I’d like to start a new challenge.  Tell us 
about a time you ran into a ‘77 classmate somewhere 
unexpected.  Here are some stories to start the ball 
rolling:  NANCY VESPOLI ran into JOHN and CIN-
DY DOUGLASS  at a market in Guildford, CT a year 
or so ago.    I was in Chiang Mai, Thailand at Christ-
mas about 15 years ago and ran into DOUG IRE-
LAND.   And PETE VOLANAKIS  recently saw Fred 
Seligson ‘78 in Vail (OK, not a classmate, but close!)  I 
hope to have some good stories by the time the next 
newsletter goes to press.

Jackie didn’t remain the youngest for long, however.  
Allison wrote in that LAWRENCE HENDRIX ap-
pears to hold the title.  His birthday is November 17, 
1956.  He said he  planned to celebrate on Long Caye, 
Belize but had to postpone due to a torn rotator cuff.  

So, any other youngsters out there???

   Lawrence as you may 
   remember him...

...and now, the Business 
Development & Product 
Manager at Volunteers of 
America of Greater Ohio.

...and now: Jackie is Senior 
Deputy Chief Legal Advisor 
at Moonbeam Capital Invest-
ments in Las Vegas.
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******************************************************

RICHARD THOMAS BRUNO, 61, died November 
25, 2016, after losing his battle with cancer. He is sur-
vived by his children, David and Sarah Bruno of Cha-
grin Falls, Ohio, and preceded in death by his parents 
Anthony and Violet Bruno.
Born in Summit, N.J., Rick spent his early life in East 
Syracuse, N.Y., graduating from East Syracuse-Minoa 
High School in 1973. In 1977, he graduated from Dart-
mouth College with an A.B. in Government and was a 
member of the Phi Delta Alpha fraternity. In 1981, he 
earned his law degree from Vanderbilt University and 
returned to Syracuse to practice law. For parts of his 
later career, he served as general counsel for separate 
corporations in Denver and Rochester, N.Y. The last 
few years of his life were spent in Knoxville, Tenn., 
where he left law for his true passion, teaching.
Rick, who achieved the Eagle Scout rank from the Boy 
Scouts of America, always found joy and fulfillment in 
the great outdoors. His enthusiasm for nature extended 
from skiing in Colorado to visiting National Parks. A 
lifelong sports fan, Rick’s rooting interests included the 
New York Yankees, Colorado Rockies and Syracuse 
Orange. He had a deep love for American literature 
and history, with a particular fondness for Ernest 
Hemingway, and had composed several short stories of 
his own. As an avid learner who always kept abreast of 
political currents, Rick enjoyed reading The New York 
Times and debating the issues of the day.
Rick was known for his nearly encyclopedic intelli-
gence, keen wit, and ability to take on the most daunt-
ing challenges. Rick’s presence will be deeply missed 
by all who knew him, and most greatly by those who 
loved him for just being Rick. 

******************************************************

AIMEE BALLANTYNE
still works at Hidden Trea-
sures in Florida.

ANN  DUFFY participated 
in the Women’s March on 
January 21 .  Nice sweatshirt!

ANDY MOERLEIN saw 
his artwork on display in 
Anchorage, Alaska.

GARY ROGERS says that he’s making progress on 
construction of the new craft brewery he and his son 
are building, The True North Ale Company.  They 
hope to open for business in the spring. Follow them 
on Facebook. 

KATHY PHILLIPS, CATHY 
BURNWEIT, and EDY ULL-
MAN got together at the Dart-
mouth Club of South Florida’s  
holiday brunch.
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And LUCY 
TOWNSEND marched 
in Washington, DC
(as did NORA 
ODENDAHL, not 
pictured).



CLASS PROJECTS:
ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP:  Hi, my name is Darryl 
Avery and I would like to thank you for your donation, 
which allowed me to come on an official visit.  Without 
that visit, I would not have discovered how great this 
place is.  Now I happily wear Dartmouth on my chest 
every day and I thank you for that.

Darryl is a freshman 
defensive back from 
Douglasville, GA.
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SCIENCE SCHOLAR:  Class Liaison DAVID PFIS-
TER, an oncologist at Memorial Sloan Kettering, 
reports that student Arvind Suresh is working with 
Radu Stan in his lab at Geisel Medical School on the 
role of angiogenesis in anti-PV1 cancer therapies.  
We’ll hear more in the next newsletter.

******************************************************

JOIN THE CLASSES OF ‘76, ‘77, AND ‘78

FOR OUR 40TH REUNION

‘GETTING BE77ER ALL THE TIME’

JUNE 15-18, 2017

ON-LINE REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 1

CONTACT REUNION CHAIRMAN JIM GUTH AT
JGUTH4280@AOL.COM

IF YOU’D LIKE TO GET INVOLVED WITH THE 
COMMITTEE

KEEP UP WITH DEVELOPMENTS AT 
WWW.DAR7MOU7H.COM

******************************************************

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE FUND

Your Reunion Giving Committee has had its initial meeting and a couple of phone conferences.  
After 40 years, we can each look at our personal circumstances and see where Dartmouth has 
played a role.  

We each have our friends from the Green, our dorms, our clubs or other organizations, and our ca-
reers where we stumbled upon people whom we knew passingly but whom we have come to know 
in closer quarters.  We have befriended classmates through our kids’ sports teams or schools, or on 
an occasional trip abroad where we spotted a t-shirt or a baseball cap.  The Community of Dart-
mouth binds us and we celebrate our common experience at our 40th Reunion in June.  

We hope you will recognize the impact Dartmouth has had on your life, your connections, and 
your friendships by making a reunion gift to the Dartmouth College Fund.  Our goal this year is $2 
million and a 45% participation rate.  You can make a donation at http://www.dartmouthcollege-
fund.org/.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you in June!

LESLIE BRADFORD and MAC TAYLOR, Reunion Giving Chairmen 

BOB BAUM and PAM PERKINS, Head Agents 



CLASS OFFICERS
President  Nancy Vespoli   nancy.vespoli@snet.net

Vice President  Jeff McKee   jpmckee1@verizon.net

Treasurer  Pete Volanakis   peter.volanakis@gmail.com

Secretaries  Eric Edmondson   eedmondson@signalhill.com
   Drew Kintzinger   akintzinger@hunton.com
   Robin Gosnell   robins.nest@icloud.com
Head Agents  Bob Baum   rlb5@hotmail.com
   Pam Perkins   pamelagperkins@gmail.com

Newsletter/Alumni Council  Dee Dee Simpson  d4jsimpson@compuserve.com

Class Projects  Elizabeth Kadin   lizkadin@gmail.com

Bequests/Social Media John Storella   jrstorella@icloud.com

Mini Reunions  Leslie Bradford   leslieebradford@gmail.com

Webmaster  Gary Rogers   garyallenrogers@gmail.com

Outdoorsman  Wes Chapman   mwestonchapman@gmail.com

Poet Laureate  Ann Duffy   apduffy@optonline.com

Reunion Chairman Jim Guth   jguth4280@aol.com

At Large   Blair Thompson   blairat1@gmail.com
   Jennifer Leigh Warren  jlwbusiness@yahoo.com
   Jim Washington   jhwash1012@gmail.com

NANCY HOPES YOU’LL 
JOIN THE PARTY AT 
OUR 40TH REUNION 
IN HANOVER 
JUNE 15-18, 2017!!!
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