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Dear Classmate,

Happy 2016!!  And welcome to 7he Six7ies and our 
70th(!!??!!) decade!  For those of you who joined us in 
Jackson Hole, we’ve go77en off to a spectacular start—
sharing camaraderie, wisdom and beautiful surround-
ings with 70 classmates, spouses and guests.. For those 
of you who missed it, check out the Class Facebook 
group and website, www.DAR7MOU7H.com, where 
you too can share in the excitement of welcoming 
this milestone through our photos and poetry.   If you 
still feel left out, PLEASE share your own.  Our Poet 
Laureate Ann Duffy has extended the deadline until 
our upcoming 40th Reunion in 18 months for all of 
you procrastinators out there. That’s about 900 of your 
voices needing to cry out in the wilderness!!!  We want 
to hear from you!

For example, a “Seussy “excerpt from one of our class-
mate poets:
Green Alums on the Lam

Do I like green alums on the lam?

No, I do not like them, Six-Oh-I-Am.

What’s all the fuss? Why sing Happy Birthday to Us?

Oh, but the places they’ve gone and the people they’ve 
met!

What great stories they’ll tell – once their whistles are 
wet… (Read on… at www.DAR7MOU7H.com!)

Speaking of our 40th Reunion, MARK YOUR CALEN-
DARS NOW!!!  No excuses for missing it.  Just think, 
we are on the downhill slope of the inverted parabola 
of life, past the halfway mark. There are only a few 
reunions left, so let’s make the most of them!! Pres-
ident Hanlon, in his address to us in Jackson Hole, 
reiterated President Kemeny’s thoughts on the soul of 
Dartmouth.  There are two enduring elements—the 
place and the fellowship.  So come back to beautiful 
Hanover and its surroundings and soak up a little bit 

of Dartmouth’s soul again with your fellow classmates  
June 15-18, 2017.  Note:  Our 2017 Reunion will be 
particularly special as the classes of ’76 and ’78 will be 
joining us.  You may see friends you haven’t seen in 20 
years—our last “clustered” reunion. 

Jim Guth will be our fearless Reunion Leader.  Give a 
rouse for Jim!!  He has already begun to put his team 
together and he will need help, considering the lo-
gistics of gathering three classes together again, over 
700 people!  Please consider volunteering—let him 
or anyone on the Executive Committee know if you’d 
like to assist, or have any great ideas to reinvigorate the 
‘70’s Dartmouth soul over reunion weekend.  Contact 
Jim at jguth4280@aol.com.  

Will you be in Hanover over Winter Carnival Week-
end, February 11-14?  One of our Class Artists and 
Class Art Project Liaison Elizabeth Michelman is or-
ganizing a ’77 Ice Carving Team.  Are you a frustrated 
Michelangelo, handy with a chisel, or just want to have 
fun?  Contact Elizabeth at ezwordz@hotmail.com.  All 
carving is done on Friday and Saturday.  

What could be more perfect???  The ‘77th Day of the 
Year will be on the Greenest Day of the Year, March 
17, Sain7 Pa7rick’s Day!!  No need to hide the fact 
that you love green eggs and ham and green beer!  Get 
your classmates together for a mini-reunion in your 
area on or near the date and post your photos on the 
Class Facebook page or send them to Leslie Bradford, 
leslie.e.bradford@gmail.com , and she will post them.  
We are trying to set a new record of at least 77 class-
mates posting.  This is the year to do it—so put on your 
GREEN on the GREENEST DAY!

Would you be interested in a Class of ’77 Book Club?  
Or would you even be interested in organizing it???  If 
so, tell our Poet Laureate Ann Duffy, apduffy@opton-
line.net.  We thought it would be another great way for 
classmates to reconnect.  Stay tuned…



COLLABORATIVE ART PROJECT:  Liaison ELIZ-
ABETH MICHELMAN reports:  On the Saturday 
morning of Homecoming Weekend, Mike and  Nancy 
Vespoli, along with my spouse (and classmate) David 
Jones and myself, had a date to meet ‘15s Malika Khu-
rana and Gabriel Barrios at the Black Visual Arts Cen-
ter.  These recent Studio Art graduates are the first to 
receive our recently-instituted Class of 1977 Collabora-
tive Art Project grant.  We accompanied them to their 
studios to learn about their joint installation-in-prog-
ress.  It appears our small gift may have a big impact.

Now fifth-year interns, Malika and Gabriel are TA-ing  
while enjoying another year of studios in the VAC.  
They walked us (literally) through their past work and 
shared their vision for a public sculpture on campus. 
Together they bring a fertile mix of skills and talents to 
their project.  Malika, who was a double engineering 
and art major, wants to do industrial and product de-
sign.  Gabriel, a painter, had been studying the human 
figure through expressive observation and abstraction, 
using it as a springboard into issues of immigration 
and geographical transience.   His recent shift toward 
three-dimensional figuration melds happily with Ma-
lika’s expertise designing 3-D structures. 

United by their friendship and shared passions, they 
are creating a six-foot tall para-humanoid structure 
out of steel as a way of imagining a post-human world.  
They will be welding the heroic hollow figure out of 
sheet metal and found metal parts.  Using her mod-
el-making skills, Malika will be interlacing an external 
armature of tiny beams and joists as underpinning for 
little mounds of earth supporting living plants. Their 
narrative presents nature attempting to refill empty 
niches in an apocalyptic landscape, ultimately bring-
ing life back to a world neglected and abandoned by 
humans overly engrossed in technology.  Right now 
Malika is just trying to get the right plants to grow.  

Malika and Gabriel describe their image as a “poignant 
interaction between the manmade and the natural… 
a life-sized figure sculpture, frozen in time and seem-
ingly losing its battle with nature” but incorporating “a 
system that sustains plant life in this surprising pot.”  
Seen from afar, their “figure will blend seamlessly into 
ideas of natural landscapes.”   The $1,000 grant buys 
the metal and mechanical parts for the structure and 
finances the purchase and upkeep of the plants. 
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As you know, if you read our dues solicitations, your 
$77 dues are hard at work and making an impact 
in small ways.  In addition to keeping you informed 
about the class, we have 1) contributed to several foot-
ball athletes’ recruiting trips.  Those athletes are now 
part of an Ivy League Championship football team!  
Go Big Green!! 2) Our contribution of prizes for the 
Winter Carnival Sculpture contest has brought back a 
tradition of Carnival sculptures that had all but disap-
peared.  Granted, the new ice sculptures look a bit like 
they belong on a buffet table, but the contest has be-
come so popular that they are beginning to turn carv-
ing teams away for lack of large ice cubes to carve.  3) 
Last year’s Class of 1977 Scholar, Gautham Upadastra, 
is continuing his research now as a Presidential Schol-
ar.  Good job Gautham!! These are just a few of the 
great successes that a little aid from the Class of 1977 
has helped push along.  Thank you for your dues and 
support of these  and other Class Projects such as the 
Prouty, Dartmouth Partners in Community Service, 
and Summer Enrichment at Dartmouth.  Thank you to 
our classmate liaisons who meet with the students and 
organize events to give them an opportunity to interact 
with us.

You now have your marching orders for year one of 
7he SIX7IES—go to a mini-reunion; create a mini-; 
don Green on the Greenest day, the 77th day, take a 
photo and post; pay your $77 dues; volunteer for the 
40th Reunion; write a poem!  Go DAR7MOU7H!!  Your 
Executive Committee is counting on you.

Nancy Parssinen Vespoli

Class President

*****************************************
CLASS PROJECTS:

FOOTBALL SPONSORSHIP:  The Class of ‘77 paid 
for the recruiting trip of John Kilcommons.  John, now 
a ‘19, is from Berwyn, Ill.  The 6’4’’ freshman lineman’s 
twin, Patrick, is also on the football team.  KEVIN 
YOUNG is our class football liaison.

         John Kilcommons



If plans go right, the highly visible public piece should 
survive for some time on campus, and their schedule 
would have it completed in time for Winter Carnival 
(though the site is still to be determined).  They hope it 
will provide a focal point for dialogue about our need 
to protect our values and ecosystems if we are to secure 
a viable future.  We hope their imagination and cour-
age will inspire others at Dartmouth also to take the 
risks of addressing these challenges.  

   NANCY VESPOLI, ELIZABETH MICHELMAN,  
Gabriel Barrios, Malika Khurana, and DAVID JONES
   
CLASS OF 1977 SCHOLAR:  Liaison DAVID PFIS-
TER reports: Our Class Scholar this year is ‘18 Sarah 
Bock. Sarah, from Medfield, MA, is majoring in biol-
ogy with a minor in women and gender studies. She 
thinks she would like to pursue a career in medicine, 
biomedical research, or healthcare. For her research, 
Sarah has been working in the lab of Dr. Michael J. 
Spinella (Associate Professor in the Department of 
Pharmacology & Toxicology at the Geisel School of 
Medicine). Sarah initially started working with Dr. 
Spinella  during the summer following her freshman 
year. She is investigating with Dr. Spinella why testicu-
lar cancer is one of the human solid tumors that can be 
cured with high success rates, even with chemotherapy 
alone. The projects she has been working on test the 
sensitivity of different cell lines of testicular cancer to 
potentially effective drugs using cell culture techniques 
and also nude mice models, and then trying to better 
understand why some work better than others. Aza-5 
and cisplatin are two drugs that they have been testing 
recently. Sarah says that she is lucky to be working in 
such a small lab, where she receives lots of one-on-
one attention to improve her cell culture and animal 
handling skill and ask questions to improve her un-
derstanding of the research. She is excited to continue 
working in Dr. Spinella’s lab, hopefully for the rest of 
her time at Dartmouth, and possibly pursue an honors 
thesis.  

    Class of ‘77 Scholar
       Sarah Bock

*********************************************
TAKE A MINUTE FOR A MESSAGE....

GEORGE ANDREAE:  Our son Andrew started medi-
cal school at The Medical College of Virginia in Rich-
mond this fall.  I did my cardiology training there so it 
is a joy to have him at one of my alma maters.

    KATHY PHI77IPS,
    EDY U77MAN, and  
    CATHY BURNW77T
    had a mini-reunion in
    Miami over the holidays.

SCOTT CAMERON:  On Election Day I was elected 
to the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
Board.  I plan to focus the Board’s attention on con-
trolling invasive species and prioritizing the backlog 
of Fairfax County water quality projects.  I was the top 
GOP vote getter in Fairfax County, which was both 
gratifiying and a bit surprising!

AIMEE BALLANTYNE:  Autumn comes on apace in 
South Florida, with cool and windy weather and the 
arrival of Art Walk Wilton Manors 2015 - reputed to 
attract over 5,000 visitors a year!  I am currently cre-
ating artwork from discarded/donated clothing from 
Oxxo Cleaners, an environmentally sustainable dry 
cleaner, which will be sponsoring our booth on Wilton 
Drive.  At Trash 2 Treasure, it appears I have an eye for 
good art.  I also have a new job linking centers with 
addicts.  
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       JOHN DONVAN has written  
       In a Different Key: The Story  
                   of Autism, with Caren Zucker. 
       Read more about it at   
       http://www.newyorker.com/
       magazine/2016/01/25/seeing-
       the-spectrum.

GARY ROGERS and PETE VOLANAKIS hiked the 
Welch-Dickey Ridge.  Sure doesn’t look like early No-
vember in NH!

SANDY and BAMBI WOOD
skiied in Park City after the
holidays.  Then Bambi broke
her arm out jogging!

   

   NELSON VALVERDE is an 
   international coffee judge,  and 
               President and CEO of Invalsa   
   Coffee.  Read more about him at
                                        https://www.inverse.com/
article/9245-this-guy-went-from-coffee-ignorant-to-
international-coffee-judge-job-hacks?utm_source=-
facebook.com&utm_medium=on_site&utm_cam-
paign=desktop.  Note that the article was written by 
RICHARD SARNER’S daughter Lauren.

VIN PELLEGRINI, orthopedics chairman at the 
Medical University of South Carolina, was quoted in 
the Wall Street Journal on the subject of same-day hip 
replacement surgery.  Read about it at http://www.wsj.
com/articles/same-day-hip-replacement-1454345289. 

       
       JOE GLEASON spent his
         60th at a Caps game!

BETS KENT won gold 
in the Head of the 
Charles women’s senior 
master eights, with 
NANCY VESPOLI,
Judy Geer ‘75 and
Carlie Geer ‘80.  Bets
is pictured with fiance 
(now husband) John Everett.

LINDA MARKIN (center front) had a Minnesota/
Wisconsin get-together with (front row) Marie LaPre 
Grabon, Linda, ROBIN BARNETT, (back row) Kris 
Carlton , JAN MALCOLM, and Diane Stewart’78.

JENNIFER LEIGH WARREN appeared at the Lagu-
na Playhouse in I’m Still Getting My Act Together (and 
Taking It On the Road).  Jennifer opens on February 9 
in Toronto in A Night with Janis Joplin, touring until 
May.  Go to http://anightwithjanisjoplin.com/tour for 
dates and locations.
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KIM ROSENAU YORK visited a new ice cave at the 
base of the Blackcomb Glacier at Whistler  -- so cool!!

******************************************************
DR. DARYL O’BRIEN PALMER, loving mother and 
devoted pediatrician, 59 years old of Montvale, NJ 
passed away peacefully on October 21, 2015, sur-
rounded by her loving family. 

Born February 29, 1956 in Orange, NJ, Daryl was 
raised in Randolph and Morris Township and gradu-
ated as Valedictorian of her class at Morristown High 
School. She was a member of the second co-education-
al class to attend Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH. 
After graduating from Dartmouth College, she at-
tended Dartmouth Medical School and completed her 
pediatric residency at Duke University Medical Center 
in Durham, NC. 

Daryl lived in Emerson, NJ before moving to Montvale 
in 1996. She was a lifetime summer resident of Ocean 
Grove, NJ. She worked at Metropolitan Hospital in 
New York prior to joining Broadway Pediatric Asso-
ciates in Westwood, NJ twenty-five years ago. She was 
a board certified fellow of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and Inside New Jersey magazine named her 
one of New Jersey’s top doctors in 2013. She was active 
in the Montvale community, especially in the schools 
that her daughters attended. She was an avid volleyball 
fan for both Pascack Hills High School and Skidmore 
College and was an advocate for Dig Pink at both 
schools. 

She loved the Jersey Shore, her dog Rudy and spending 
time with her family, especially during the holidays.
She is survived by her husband, Thomas Palmer, and 
her three daughters, Meredith, Corinne, Jessica and 
her husband, Chris. She is also survived by her parents, 
William and Helen O’Brien, her brothers, Steve, Glenn, 
and Carl O’Brien, and a large extended family.

CAPT. DAVID JOHN FUNSCH, M.D. (USN, Ret.), 
60, of Mount Pleasant, SC, husband of Rosemary Tala-
pa Funsch, died Monday, December 7, 2015. 

David was born February 11, 1955 in Connecticut, 
son of William Funsch and Lois Elderidge Funsch. 
He graduated from Dartmouth College and Hershey 
Medical Center, Penn State. David served as a medical 
doctor in the United States Navy in Bahrain, Washing-
ton, DC and GTMO. After retiring from the United 
States Navy he became President of the Behavioral 
Association for West Ashley and Summerville. 

David was a Christian, loved his family and sports. He 
is survived by his wife Rosemary Talapa Funsch of Mt. 
Pleasant, SC; two sons, Wesley David Funsch of North 
Charleston, SC and Joe Kassim, of Mt. Pleasant, SC; 
daughter Allison Funsch of Mt. Pleasant, SC; parents, 
William and Lois Funsch of Philadelphia, PA and 
sister, Peggy Kerr of Philadelphia, PA. He was preceded 
in death by a brother, Douglas Funsch of MA. 
******************************************************
Join the Bartlett Tower Society!  We want 40 
members by the 40th reunion...
Thinking about setting up a Donor Advised Fund? 
Take a cue from Pete Volanakis ’77 and make it a Dart-
mouth Donor Advised Fund.  “A Dartmouth Donor 
Advised Fund streamlines my charitable giving, and 
supports Dartmouth in my estate plans,” says Pete. 
“The fund is invested in the College’s endowment, one 
of the top performing endowments in the country. 
Last year the fund had a return of 11.3%. This is what 
makes the Dartmouth Donor Advised Fund so good. 
You get really great leverage on your giving.”

How does it work? Start by making a gift of at least 
$250,000, to be invested into the Fund. Get an imme-
diate tax deduction on the gift (with some qualifica-
tions). Each year, the Fund distributes at least 5% of its 
value to charitable organizations at your recommenda-
tion. Half of the distribution must go to Dartmouth.
And, of course, this gift makes you a member of the 
Bartlett Tower Society.

For more information, visit the Gift Planning Website: 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~gpo/plans/special_gift_
planning_programs/donor_advised_fund.html or con-
tact John Storella ’77 at jrstorella@icloud.com or 510-
501-0567, or Julie Hinman at the Gift Planning Office 
at Julie.Hinman@dartmouth.edu or 603-646-3799.

DAR7MOU7H NEWS FEBRUARY 2016 PAGE 5 OF 8



DAR7MOU7H NEWS FEBRUARY 2016              PAGE 6 OF 8

********************************************************************************

IT’S NOT TOO  LATE TO ENTER THE POETRY 
SLAM!  CHECK OUT WWW.DAR7MOU7TH.COM 
TO SEE WHO’S SUBMITTED A POEM AND SEND 
ENTRIES TO POET LAUREATE ANN DUFFY AT 
APDUFFY@OPTONLINE.NET.

DAVID CUTLER (With apologies to Robert Frost ‘96)

 Dar7mou7h 60 yo
Two roads diverged when we were young,
And sorry we could not travel both,
We chose the one to be among
Those hearing the Baker tower bells rung,
And pursued a life of Big Green growth.

 We took the path where Green we wear,
We traveled far and studied intensely,
We formed strong friendships still held dear,
While between visits often stretches many a year
The value of those bonds remain, immensely.

 Reunions like this one offer a chance to extol
Our deep-seated feelings of Dartmouth spirit.
So as those gather now in Jackson Hole,
To celebrate attaining 60 years old,
Bound to enjoy this event, every last minute.

 While not able to join and share the 77’s pleasure,
As you retell stories and laugh hilariously,
This is one of those times you will always treasure;
And hope for more of equal measure
From afar we appreciate this vicariously.

 Looking back now as we grow older,
Times of crossing the green and sitting on the fence;
Sure, there might have been times to be even bolder,
But regrets are few in the eye of this beholder,
As the Dartmouth path has made all the difference.

 ********************

Coeducation by CHRISTINE MORRIS
 
Freshman
I got in
So let’s begin
 Let’s load the wagon
And slay the dragon
 500 strong
We do belong
 Grab your hat
And join a frat
 We’re in it now
So take a bow
 
Sophomore
 The things we saw

Outside the law
 For all the beer
We had no fear
 The nights were cold
But we were bold
 We went to the mat
And all got fat
 We didn’t quit
We were a hit
 
Junior
 Summer was fun
We learned a ton
We traveled far
And found a bar
We took a break
To jump in a lake
The days grew long
We played our song
At last we see
What we will be

Senior
Sisters all
It was a ball
You are the ones
Not just the sons
The end grew near
We shed a tear
We smoked a pipe
And all that hype
We marched in line
It was very fine

Postscript
Here we are
From near and far
Our hair is grey
Oh, what a fray
We know our story
And our glory
We took the test
And beat the best
A toast you say
Hip Hip Hurray

REMEMBER TO GIVE to the Dartmouth College Fund by June 30!!!!

Thank you to the 209 classmates who have already donated or pledged to the DCF.  We are well on our way to 
meeting our dollar goal, but we still need everyone’s help to meet our participation goal.  Our goal of 45% equals 
435 classmates, so we just need 226 more to step up and make a gift of any size by June 30.

More than half the undergraduate student body benefits from financial aid. Our unrestricted gifts to the DCF 
also support excellence among the faculty and sustains athletics, the arts, and other elements of an outstanding 
student experience.

Remember your Dartmouth experience, and please be as generous as you can.  Thank you,

BOB BAUM & PAM PERKINS
Class Head Agents

    Class of 1977 Dartmouth College Fund Goals

  Current Cash & Pledge Total    Current Participation Total

          

    Give anytime at:  www.dartmouthcollegefund.org/
      Participation is Powerful!
  

$650,000

$550,000

$450,000

$350,000

$250,000

$150,000

$50,000

Current
Cash & Pledge

Total 

****************************************************
****************************************************
The Dartmouth Class of 1977 is committed to 
strengthening ties among classmates and classmates’ 
ties to Dartmouth, maximizing class engagement 
globally and supporting the College’s mission of edu-
cating and challenging future leaders.

****************************************************
****************************************************
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President   Nancy Vespoli  nancy.vespoli@snet.net
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