
Greek houses with greatest participation, most money 
raised and most riding the “Iron Butt” 100-miler.

Dartmouth President and classmate Phil Hanlon has re-
cently outlined his plan to “Move Dartmouth Forward.”  
We should all be proud of the work he has done and 
will do to allow Dartmouth to reach its full potential in 
becoming a global academic leader.  It’s time for change!

If you need to get in shape for the 60th Birthday Bash 
in August, why not join the Dartmouth Class of 1977 
Prouty CyclingTeam?  There’s even a 77-mile route. Or 
if 60 is really the new thirty for you, try the Ultimate 
and ride two 100-mile days. The Prouty takes place July 
10-11 in Hanover.  Go to  http://theprouty.org and sign 
up for our team!  (See sign-up details on page 4.)

If you are interested in participating in or helping with 
any of our class activities, please let us know.  The more, 
the merrier!

Go DAR7MOU7H!

Nancy Parssinen Vespoli
Class of ’77 President

Nancy Vespoli, Wes Chapman, Pete Volanakis, and 
Gary Rogers are ready to ride!  Join them on July 11.  
See page 4 for details.

Dear Classmate,

Have you signed up for our Class of ’77 60th Birthday 
Bash in Jackson Hole, WY?  It’s not too late.  While we 
are no longer holding rooms at Spring Creek Ranch, 
lodging may still be available there and at numerous 
other hotels in Jackson Hole.  Go to:
 http://dar7mou7h.com/ for all of the details and to see 
who’s coming.  Come join the 59 classmates and their 
guests who plan to be there to celebrate this major life 
milestone from August 20-23. Highlights include a sce-
nic float trip, hiking, rodeo, barbecue, the Birthday Bash 
dinner at  the National Museum of Wildlife Art and, 
most importantly, sharing in ’77 camaraderie in one of 
the most beautiful places on earth.  Even if you can’t 
make it, you can participate in our class poetry slam 
competition.  See page 2 for details!!

Your class continues to support a diversity of projects, 
all connected with a classmate liaison.  Liz Epstein 
Kadin continues to find ’77 mentors around the coun-
try for students participating in Dartmouth Partners in 
Community Service.  Kevin Young keeps in touch with 
our sponsored football recruit.  David Pfister liaises with 
our undergraduate research student while Elizabeth Mi-
chelman continues to assist with the studio art project 
and the hugely popular Winter Carnival Ice Sculpture 
Contest.  Shirley Spence liaises with the Summer En-
richment At Dartmouth program.  Class Outdoorsman 
Wes Chapman continues to keep an eye on student 
involvement in the Prouty.; the class donates awards for 
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’77 (NOT QUITE YET) DEAD POETS SOCIETY SLAM

Hear Ye, Here Ye, Poets, Rappers, Dubsters, Chanters, Ranters, Wordsmiths and General Populace of the Great Class of ’77!

This is to announce the Great LimKu Throwdown in The Hole in honour of our Second 30th Birthday Cele-
bration.

All members of the Great Class of ’77 are invited, encouraged, prodded, threatened and/or dared to enter!  The goal is simple – com-
pose and submit an original work in whatever format inspires you, allows you to express your deepest thoughts and most vaunted 
beliefs while showcasing that exceptional if somewhat outdated and quaintly analog education you stumbled upon in days of yore.  

Submitted poems will be performed and judged throughout the weekend in Jackson.  Like formats will face off against like formats (so 
Haiku vs Haiku and Limericks vs Limericks, etc.) Poets may perform their own works, or appoint an unsuspecting avatar to shill for 
them.  Don’t worry if you can’t make it to Jackson because printable submissions will be posted on the Class website.

Eligible Formats include but are not limited to:

Haiku - traditional 5-7-5 format (yawn!) or the more modern and let’s face it, witty and sophisticated 7-7-7 format, exclusively devel-
oped by The Great Class of ’77)

Haiku poems are not a joke
However, they don’t have to
Be all that boring either

Limerick – the more ribald  the better (according to The Judge).  Picture popular LimBros The Man from Nantucket and The Man 
from Kent.  

Sonnet – n.b., The Judge perversely prefers iambic pentameter due to early and most profound exposure to Peter Saccio

Villanelle – why?  Who can say…perhaps because 14 lines is just too limiting to rage, rage against the dying of the light…

Freeform – think beer pong without a net and all that jazz…

Mathmatical – For those whose academic proclivities led them to spend more time in Bradley and Kiewit and not so much at San-
born….think “2 – 4 – 6 – 8 – who do we appreciate”, and the like….

Odes, Tankas and Ghazals are also most welcome.

The Ground Rules are simple, invaluable and inviolable:

1. All works must be original, fomented out of the inexplicable, inescapable and inexcusable cauldron of bubbling, foaming, writhing  
and tortured gray matter that comprises the collective ids of the Great Class of ’77.

2. Strictly one Poem per person.  Unless you want to submit two.  Or more.  In fact, we’ll take anything you can send our way.  Illustra-
tions also welcome.

3. All works submitted by July 31 may appear in a commemorative book to be distributed in Jackson Hole.  Winning submissions will 
in all likelihood not appear on the editorial pages of the Wall Street Journal, but stranger things have been known to happen.   At least 
some poems will appear on the class website.

4. This is a showcase of the collective civil discourse and tolerance of the Great Class of ’77.  For the purposes of the exercise, we all 
share the same religion:  Dartmouth.  And the same political party:  Dartmouth.  And the same gender preferences:  Dartmouth.  
All submissions, questions or anonymous threats should be sent post haste to the Panel Of Judge (yes, there is only 1 Judge – your des-
ignated Poet General, moi, Ann Duffy!) at apduffy@optonline.net  and yes, of course, don’t be silly, the judge can be bought.
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CLASS PROJECTS:
DARTMOUTH PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY
SERVICE:  Class DPCS liaison LIZ EPSTEIN sent 
in a report from mentor MIKE ZISCHKE:  I had the 
great pleasure this past winter of serving as a mentor 
to Ke Deng, ‘17, who had an internship in San Fran-
cisco with Compass Family Services, an organization 
that coordinates services to homeless families.  We 
met twice during the internship; I hope I offered some 
helpful suggestions about enjoying San Francisco.  I 
certainly enjoyed getting in touch again with the com-
munity service side of Dartmouth.  

The picture is outside our farewell dinner at Sam’s, a 
venerable San Francisco fish house, with Ke and her 
boyfriend Dylan (also a Dartmouth student) who was 
in the Bay Area on a tech internship.  They had their 
first taste of Dungeness crab just before leaving, and I 
realized as a mentor that I had failed in not advising 
them to find some crab sooner; they were here during 
the peak of the season.  
    
 Mike Zischke with
       Ke and Dylan

CLASS OF ‘77 RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP: Liaison 
DAVID PFISTER reports:  Our Class of 1977 Scholar 
this year is Gautham Upadrasta, a member of the class 
of 2017. Gautham is from Bedford, New Hampshire. 
He is currently majoring in biology with minors in 
chemistry and linguistics, and would like to become 
a practicing physician some day. For his research, 
Gautham is working in the lab of Dr. Yolanda Sanchez 
(Associate Professor in the Department of Pharma-
cology & Toxicology, and Associate Director for Basic 
Sciences at the Norris Cotton Cancer Center). Gauth-
am  initially started working with Dr. Sanchez during 
the winter term of his freshman year, wanting to get 
involved in cancer research because of his interest in 
cancer biology and medicine. 
 

With regard to his project, Gautham writes: “Genomic 
instability is a hallmark of cancer cells. We are exploiting 
this trait as a possible Achilles heel of cancer cells not 
present in normal cells, by targeting the pathways that 
protect genomic integrity. One key player in genomic in-
tegrity is the kinase Chk1, which is the focus of studies in 
our laboratory. I am exploring the mechanisms by which 
inhibition of Chk1 causes lethal DNA damage in tumor 
cells and drives them to a mitotic death.” He further adds: 
“I would like to thank the Class of 1977 for their support 
in funding my Sophomore Science Scholars project.”
 
More information regarding work being done in Dr. 
Sanchez’s lab can be found at the following website:        
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sanchezlab/. 

                                                          

                                                        Gautham Upadastra

WINTER CARNIVAL ICE SCULPTURE CONTEST:  
Class liaison ELIZABETH MICHELMAN reported:  
Although the massive snowbanks of 2015 will live in 
history, snow-sculpting on the Dartmouth Green is be-
coming a lost art.  But thanks to Gustavo Mercado Muniz 
(D’16) on the Winter Carnival Council, a new tradition is 
emerging. Gustavo instituted a Winter Carnival ice-carv-
ing competition for the second year, this time nearly 
doubling the number of teams.  The Class of 1977  gave 
a rouse for this burst of energy and community spirit, 
providing $1,000 in prizes. 

A host of “Superheroes and Villains” sprouted up to 
honor the Carnival theme, well balanced by unexpected 
digressions.  The twenty groups chipping away on the 
Green included dorm-mates, just-friends, frat-siblings, 
a team of Collis staff, and one multi-generational Dart-
mouth family.  Despite an overnight dip to 16° below, the 
ice-demons kept up their clatter till the 20th hour, when 
the judges grabbed their chisels.   

For me down in Boston, coming up to judge on Carnival 
Friday was a wonderful excuse to flee the lock-grip of 
a winter that never let go.   It was just plain fun to run 
around snapping photos of the hardy contestants and 
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praising their work. Joining Hanover Police Chief 
Charlie Dennis and student president Casey Dennis 
D’15  (no relation) we set forth to make the hard 
decisions, rating each work’s “originality,” “accuracy,”  
“craftsmanship,” and “Wow factor.”  

There was much to charm and surprise:  a stocky 
moose, a derby-sporting dachshund, a snowflake 
more like a Celtic Cross, several swans and an abun-
dance of superheroes.  But our eyes converged on 
“The Lighthouse on Rocky Island,” by Martin Gatens 
and Robert Truesdale of “The Northern Lights.”  We 
gave second place to the five-member “D48” team, 
for the curvaceous “Jeffrey-the-Lawn-Flamingo,” 
and third to another fivesome, “The Rocket,” re-
sponsible for “Thor’s Hammer, Mjolnir” (shaft first). 
“Sculptor’s Choice” went to the Zeta Psi team for 
“Iron Dude A.K.A. Tony Pstark.” 

And who knows, might some 77’s be game to flex 
muscle and magic at next year’s Carnival? Nancy 
Vespoli and I are hoping to find some  brave souls in 
2016 willing to let their inner artist shine.  Could it 
be that hard for our team to come up with a “win-
ning” design?

  Lighthouse
                                                     Flamingo

Thor’s Hammer

                                                   Iron Dude

 THE PROUTY: 

JOIN THE ‘77 TEAM ON JULY 11 IN HANOVER!  

Do you love to bike, row, walk or golf?? Sign up for the 
“Dartmouth Class of 1977” Prouty Team and join us in 
Hanover for some outdoor fun! Cycling options include the 
2 day, 200 mile “Ultimate” ride, as well as single day rides 
of 100 miles, 77! miles, and shorter. Or, if you prefer, take a 
walk, row or golf. If you can’t make it back to Hanover, join 
the Virtual Prouty. 

To register and to find more information, go to              
http://theprouty.org, then click the “Register” button. Be 
sure to choose the “Dartmouth Class of 1977” Prouty Team 
when asked if you want to join an existing team! And bring 
along a friend. You need not be a ‘77 to ride with our team. 
All are welcome!

The Prouty is a fundraiser and an important event in the 
greater Hanover community. Last year more than 4,500 
people participated. Your contributions and the money you 
raise go to the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Norris Cotton Cancer 
Center to help in the fight against cancer. Our class supports 
student participation in the Prouty with the goal of getting 
students into the great outdoors along with raising funds for 
cancer research. We offer prizes to the Greek Society with 
greatest participation, most funds raised and most partici-
pants who ride 100 miles (for the “Iron Butt” award).

**********************************************************
!!NEWSFLASH!! 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE FUND: Class Rose to 
the Challenge and Continues to Race Towards its 
DCF Goals!

In March two anonymous donors pledged to add $100 to 
anyone’s DCF contribution between March 1 and March 18 
(the 77th day of the year).  Almost 10% of the Class rose to 
the challenge and contributed, including two who contrib-
uted for the first time since our graduation 38 years ago!  
Goes to show--it’s never too late to join the honor roll of 
Class of ‘77 givers.
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The College’s fiscal year ends June 30.  Our goal is for 
45% of the Class to contribute at least $650,000.  We 
are on our way but need more participation and contri-
butions.  Please contribute now by going to the DCF’s 
secure website for contributions, www.dartmouthcol-
legefund.org/give and contribute what you can. There 
is no wrong amount—any amount counts towards our 
participation goal.  If in doubt, try pledging $1977 or a 
variation thereof ($19.77, $197.77 etc.).

Contributing now, as you are reading this newsletter, 
is the best way to eliminate any follow-up calls and 
e-mails as well as ensuring that your contribution is 
properly applied.  

Thank you for your crucial support and making the 
Class of ’77 shine, 

Bob Baum and Pam Perkins, Class Head Agents
*******************************************************
How to Join the Bartlett Tower Society in 4 
Easy Steps
 
1. Identify your 401K/IRA provider below and down-
load the “designation of beneficiary” form.
Fidelity: https://www.fidelity.com/bin-public/060_
www_fidelity_com/documents/customer-service/bene-
ficiaries-ira-hsa.pdf
Vanguard: https://personal.vanguard.com/us/ElfPDF-
StreamPublic?ts=1430068655889 
Schwab:  http://www.schwab.com/public/file/P-221657/
APP10149-16.pdf 
Transamerica: https://www.ta-retirement.com/Re-
sources/beneficiary%20form.pdf
Merrill Lynch:  http://www.myrtg.org/docs/hr-
Forms/401k_Beneficiary_Change_form_(201300BEN).
pdf
 
2.  Designate your beneficiaries.  Name “The Trustees 
of Dartmouth College” as a beneficiary for whatever 
percentage you choose.  (Not as a “contingent” benefi-
ciary.)  Sign the document and, if you are married, have 
your spouse sign as well.

3.  Submit the form to your 401K/IRA service provider.

4.  Inform John Storella or the Office of Planned Giving 
at Dartmouth of your generous decision.     (jrstorella@
icloud.com or gift.planning@dartmouth.edu).  

Congratulations! You’ve made a committment to the 
future of Dartmouth.  (There are other ways to join as 
well -- wills, trusts, annuities, real estate, bargain sale of 
securities and more.  If you are interested, let me know.)

********************************************************
TAKE A MINUTE FOR A MESSAGE...

MIKE MOSHER:  Class of ‘77 turning 60?? Does that 
mean we’ll have to install grab bars in the Foley House 
‘Shower of Power’???  Meanwhile, you can see my art-
work, mentioned in the last newsletter, at meter-reader.
weebly.com.  
SCOTT CAMERON:  After 36 years observing politi-
cians in Washinton DC, I have decided to venture into 
those waters myself by running for the Northern Vir-
ginia Soil and Water Conservation Board.  The Board 
provides conservation grants of small amounts to land-
owners and technical assistance to improve water quality.  
If elected, I hope to make progress dealing with the many 
invasive species issues in northern Virginia.  Check out 
my campaign website at friendsofscottcameron.com.  If 
you live in Fairfax County, remember to vote for me in 
November!
RUFUS KING:  I recently published an opinion piece in 
US News and World Report entitled “Lawyers as Entre-
preneurs?” arguing that, following the financial crisis, 
lawyers need to be more entrepreneurial.  Read it at 
http://issuu.com/bestlawyers/docs/2015legalissue-com-
plete-final/11?e=3342698/10582004.
JOHN DONVAN moderates debates at Intelligence 
Squared US.  Check out the schedule and subjects at 
http://intelligencesquaredus.org/. 

********************************************************
SUSAN J. KMON died March 25, 2015, at Hackett Hill 
Healthcare Center. Susan was born in Manchester, NH 
on Dec. 12, 1954, the daughter of Alonzo F. and Sal-
ly Ann (Kott) Kmon. She was raised and educated in 
Manchester. A 1973 graduate of Manchester Memorial 
High School where she was valedictorian of her class, she 
graduated from Dartmouth College in 1977. In addition, 
Susan attended St. Paul’s School in Concord, where she 
was enrolled in the Advanced Studies Program. Susan 
began as a teacher at St. Joseph’s Grammar School in 
Manchester, followed by a long career at Jordan Marsh/
Macy’s in Bedford.   Sue was employed as a paraprofes-
sional at Hallsville School in Manchester.
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CLASS MINI-REUNIONS
MID-ATLANTIC WINTER CARNIVAL
                            IN DC

Classmates included Russell Borthwick, Hope 
McGowan, Bob Lawrence, Drew Kintzinger, 
Bob Baum, John Donvan, Ken Frankel, Scott 
Cameron, Lucinda Leach, Karen Keegan, Liz 
Kadin, Marcia Sprague, Susan Dentzer plus 
partners.

OFF BROADWAY IN NYC

Dan Rashin, Richard Kadin, Liz  (Epstein) Kadin, Pam (Gruninger) 
Perkins, Penny (Kurr) Rashin, Jennifer Leigh Warren, Betsy (Roberts) 
Gile, and Larry Gile went to see Jennifer (you may remember her as 
Tweety) perform in Lonesome Traveller,  nominated for Drama Desk and 
Outer Critics Circle Awards.  SEE JENNIFER PERFORM IN BIG RIVER 
AT THE SACRAMENTO MUSIC FESTIVAL IN JUNE!

77TH DAY OF THE YEAR!!!

Ken Rothchild, Richard Baum, Mark Seigel, Ben 
Moore, Dan Mahoney, Pam Perkins, Liz Kadin, 
Richard Dorado, Bill Greenbaum, Leslie Bradford, 
and Richard Zakin celebrated  in New York.

Jean Elliot, Bob Williams, Janet Kluczynski, Carol Muller, Al 
Henning, Kip Sides, Peter Mills, and Bill Nairn got together 
in Palo Alto.

Leslie, Diana, Liz 
and Pam in NYC.

Gary Rogers drummed up support for 
our upcoming 60th birthday bash at 
Spring Creek Ranch in Jackson, WY

Bill Replogle  got into the 
spirit...

...but Nancy Vespoli was 
not to be outdone!

Kim Rosenau 
York continued 
the theme, 

as did Edy Ullman.
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Betsy Stueber got in touch 
from Cleveland.

Nina Steele Wellford noted 
that Boston had well over 77 
inches of snow this winter,

while Bill Parker said that spring had 
already arrived in Houston!

Amy Cammann Cholnoky had no 
complaints about the snow in Big Sky...

Betty Stroock 
predicted that the 
Tetons should be 
somewhat (Dart-
mouth ) greener 
by the time we 
have our 60th bash 
at Jackson from 
August 20-23.

when Jackie Ackermen casually men-
tioned that it was 79 degrees in Vegas 
(two degrees warmer than  the 77 it 
should have been!)

Andy Moerlein got 
together with Mike 
Mosher .

Aimee Ballantyne wore green in 
Florida.

Hebe Quinton posted from Lyme, New Hamp-
shire  to remind us what Hanover looks like on 
March 18.

NEXT YEAR WE WANT 
AT LEAST 77 OF YOU 
TO RESPOND!  YOUR 
PHOTO AND/OR 
COMMENTS SHOULD 
BE IN THIS SPACE!!
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CLASS OFFICERS

President   Nancy Vespoli  nancy.vespoli@snet.net

Vice President   Jeff McKee  jpmckee1@verizon.net

Treasurer   Pete Volanakis  peter.volanakis@gmail.com

Secretary   John Bird  jtbird.com@gmail.com

Head Agents   Bob Baum  rlb5@hotmail.com
    Pam Perkins  pamelagperkins@gmail.com

Newsletter/Alumni Council Dee Dee Simpson d4jsimpson@compuserve.com

Class Projects   Elizabeth Kadin lizkadin@gmail.com

Bequests/Social Media John Storella  jrstorella@icloud.com

Mini-reunions   Leslie Bradford leslie.e.bradford@gmail.com

Webmaster   Gary Rogers  garyallenrogers@gmail.com

Outdoorsman   Wes Chapman  mwestonchapman@gmail.com

NANCY SAYS:  ‘77 
BACK IN HEAVEN 
(AND JACKSON, 
WY AUGUST 20-23 
IS GOING TO BE 
PRETTY CLOSE 
TO HEAVEN).  IT’S 
NOT TOO  LATE 
TO JOIN US!!  AND 
BE SURE TO SEND 
YOUR POETRY 
SLAM SUBMISSION.
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