
Dear Classmate,

Wow!!  One year down and four to go before our 
40th Reunion!  What an exciting year it has been for 
the Class of 1977.  I feel lucky to have been serving 
as your new President.

I have just returned from a jam-packed weekend in 
Hanover-- Class Officers’ Weekend, the Presidential 
Inauguration, a 1977 reception for our classmate and 
Dartmouth’s 18th President, Philip J. Hanlon, and the 
adoption of a new, extremely special, classmate.

The 1977 celebration for Phil and Gail included, 
among others, 26 of our classmates and their 
spouses.  Pete and Cathy Volanakis generously 
hosted at their new home, 
a spectacular setting for the 
event.  We only left a few 
broken glasses and lots of wet 
footprints as we were driven 
inside by the rain.  Many 
thanks, Pete and Cathy!

Fellow ‘77s, I felt the reception 
should not only celebrate 
Phil’s inauguration, but also 
celebrate our class. Let’s get 
some credit where credit is 
due! We helped create the 
climate and culture on campus, along with some 
faculty and administrators, at an important period 
in Phil’s life. We helped spur his transformation from 
Juan Carlos, brother in the one and only Animal 
House, AD, into an  algebraic combinatorics PhD at 
Cal Tech and MIT (not too shabby if you want to be a 
mathematician) and then on to Michigan, where he 
was a top administrator.  Yes, a little bit of genius and 
hard work on his part did help, but we were all there 
interacting with him at Thayer Hall, at AD, in Baker 
Library and the Math department.  KUDOS to the 
Class of 1977!!  KUDOS to Gail Gentes for assisting in

 
the later stages of the evolution of Phil!!  And finally, 
KUDOS to Phil, our 18th President of Dartmouth!!

One of Phil’s mathematics professors and his 
advisor, Professor Emeritus Bob Norman, joined 
us at the reception. Bob wondered about two 
former students, Rich Elmore and John Macomber, 
apparently two more amazing ‘77 mathematicians.

Diana Taylor, our Trustee classmate, spearheaded 
the Class of 1977 Presidential Discretionary Fund to 
be used by Phil as an immediate resource for his top 
priorities. She was aided by committee members 
Brian Deevy, Leslie Embs Bradford, Amy Cammann 
Cholnoky,  Mac Taylor, Hugh Frater, Kent Dauten 
and Tom and Gina Russo.   As a result, we were able 

to present a check for 
$877,777.77 to Phil and 
Gail, who were shocked 
and so appreciative.  A 
HUGE thank you  to the 
committee and to all 
members of the Class of 
1977 who supported this 
effort.  We look forward 
to seeing how Phil starts 
implementing his visions 
with your generous 
support.

Are you curious???  Who did we adopt as our new 
classmate??  We are proud to announce that Gail 
Gentes, sister of Bill Gentes, has become our 980th 
classmate!!!  (Complex mathematics, I know.)  
Congratulations and welcome to Gail!!!  She was 
officially introduced as our newest classmate at the 
reception to great applause.

While Rob Kemeny was not able to attend, he sent 
a message and a special, historical gift that once 
belonged to his father -- a Sharp PC-1211.  Rob said 
that President Kemeny was one of the first to use 
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this early PC.  “It was utilized in the classroom, at his 
home and most memorably during the Three Mile 
Island Commission and at the White House.”

For all of you who were not able to join us in 
celebrating Phil and Gail over their inauguration 
weekend, the Executive Committee would like to 
present you with the enclosed DAR7MOU7H pin 
commemorating the event.  We are among only ten 
Dartmouth classes to have had a classmate rise to 
the post of Dartmouth President.

Please read on to learn more about our Class 
Projects, which received special recognition at Class 
Officers Weekend (http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/
awards/awards13/1977), and about our tentative 
plans for the coming year.  We hope you will be able 
to join us at some of these events.  If you have any 
interest in being a liaison - we need a liaison and 
snow for the Winter Carnival Snow Sculpture Contest 
- or can think of any way that you’d like to become 
more involved with the greatest class ever, please let 
me know!

Go DAR7MOU7H!!

Nancy Parssinen Vespoli
Class President
www.DAR7MOU7H.com

Calendar of Events 2013-2014:

Nov. 2, Big Green in Boston, Dartmouth-Harvard 
football.  Join the Dartmouth tailgate party and 
enjoy the game.

Dartmouth on Location

Nov. 16, “Monticello in the American Imagination,” 
Washington, DC.

DAR7MOU7H Events: Check www. DAR7MOU7H.
com.

Feb. 7 or 8 (to be confirmed), Winter Carnival Mid-
Atlantic Version, Washington, DC: 

Feb. 7, ’77 Winter Carnival Sculpture Contest Project, 
Hanover.

March 18, 77th Day of the Year and Martha 
Chapman’s birthday!  Join ‘77s around the world for 
nano-, mini-, micro- and virtual reunions on ’77 FB 
and Linked In.

May (date to be confirmed), Senior Art Exhibit and 
Reception, ‘77 Residential Student Art Initiative 
Project, Hanover.

July 11,12, The Prouty ’77 Student Participation 
Project and Class of ’77 Prouty Team, Hanover.  

President Hanlon ’77(!) Visits  Be sure to register 
for one in your area!  We hope to piggyback ’77 
gatherings with some of these.  Stay tuned...

Boston: Wednesday, October 16, 2013

San Francisco: Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Los Angeles:  Wednesday, December 4, 2013

London, UK: Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Washington, DC: Wednesday, February 19, 2014

Philadelphia: Wednesday, March 19, 2014

Chicago: Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Seattle: Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Denver: Tuesday, May 20, 2014

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mac, Amy, Nancy, Leslie, and Brian (elbow) present the check 
for $877,777.77!
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INAUGURATION OF THE 18TH PRESIDENT!

The weather was gorgeous, there was a real party 
atmosphere on Tuck Drive as the Dartmouth com-
munity gathered for a picnic, and a group of ‘77s 
cheered loudly as one of our own was inaugurated.  
If you couldn’t be there, you might be interested in 
reading Phil’s inaugural address at:
http://dartmouth.edu/president-philip-j-hanlon-77.

Phil and Leslie check his tie  - is it the Lone Pine or 
are they worried about ketchup?

Pete and 
Cathy 
Volanakis, 
host and 
hostess 
with the 
mostest!

Jeff McKee, Pam Gruninger Perkins, Brian Deevy, 
Barry Harwick, and Mark Robinson enjoy the party.

   Then..............................and now!

Phil’s AD brothers Chuck Dana, Ted Lapres, George 
Bullerjahn, Dave Voss, and Bill Gentes were also 
present for parts of the weekend.  Chuck is currently 
president of Owens Corning’s Building Materials 
Group in Toledo, OH, and is on the Executive Com-
mittee of Owens Corning.  Ted is based in Clinton, 
MA, and is President and CEO of Nypro, a global pas-
tics manufacturing firm.  George, Professor of Biol-
ogy at Bowling Green State University, is currently on 
sabbatical at Woods Hole.  Dave started Voss Metals 
in Rockford, IL, in 1982 and it’s still going strong.  Bill 
is VP of Finance at Lane Press in Burlington, VT.
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CLASS PROJECTS (with thanks to all classmates 
serving as a liaison)

Art in Dorms:
Elizabeth Michelman:  I am happy to report that the 77’s 
have joined two other classes to support student-produced 
visual art at Dartmouth on an annual basis. For the past 
seventeen years, works by Dartmouth Studio Art seniors 
have been bought, framed, and hung in dorms to inspire 
future students through the “Classes of 1960 and 2010/
Residential Life Art Acquisition” (DormArt) Awards.  Now, 
for the first time, our class has contributed two of this 
year’s nineteen purchase awards from class dues.

A handful of our classmates, several of them past Visual 
Studies majors, reconnected on May 14 in the Jaffe–Friede 
Gallery at the 2013 Senior Award Ceremony for Studio Art 
majors. Alumni Council rep Dee Dee Simpson, sculptor 
Andy Moerlein, printmaker/sculptor Michele Ratte, 
architect Amy Semmes (below left) and my sculptor/critic 
self (below right) joined members of the Class of 1960 to 
wish the fledglings well.  Having little new to add to their 
education, I counseled the talented group to remember 
that regardless of outer judgments of value, “art is a gift.”  

Some of them showed up afterwards at Murphy’s to talk 
more intimately about art and life in the real world.

Our ’77 awards went to ‘13s Zak Kowalski and Lin Bo, 
who discussed their educational experience with me.   
Zak, a studio art and engineering major, described the 
thrill of “pushing the boundary of drawing” by “creating 
a drawing without physically ‘drawing’ anything in the 
typical mark-making fashion.”  He explains, “I think the 
two thinking styles [complement] each other. Whenever I 
face an obstacle in my art creation, I can employ my typical 
engineering problem-solving approaches in order to resolve 
the problem. The opposite is true as well. When I reach 
an obstacle in my engineering classes, I can often take a 
more creative approach to help solve the problem.” (See his 
Experiments in Synchronicity on right.)

And lanky Lin Bo, who exhibited his tiny grisaille oil 
portraits as well as a six-foot “grandpa scroll,” has, like 

Zak, returned to Dartmouth this fall to work a fifth year 
as a studio art intern. Lin, who grew up with art in the 
family, said  “Studio art was always on my mind as one 
of the majors I thought I would do at Dartmouth. It is my 
only major and I chose it because I love it …Having all 
the workshops and space in the VAC let me explore and 
challenge myself to try new things. …From conversations 
with my classmates, I know many of them appreciate art 
even if they cannot draw or paint.” (See his Homme 1 and 
Homme 2 below.)

As the ‘77s toured the ten-year-old East Wheelock Cluster 
and the recently-renovated New Hamp Dorm, we were 
delighted by the warming presence and adventurous quality 
of art gracing the corridors and public spaces.  Many 
college residences (though not all) now boast several 
drawings, paintings, and low-relief dimensional work. 

We brainstormed about what new ideas our class could 
infuse into the project: the limits imposed by restricting 
the purchases to flat works; ways of bringing art into 
students’ personal spaces, such as by endowing a low-cost 
art-rental program for students out of the Hood Museum 
collection, as has long been offered at Chicago and Oberlin; 
spreading art forms throughout campus and beyond by 
donating works to the professional schools and fraternities; 
designating “rotating public art shelves” and sculpture 
gardens around the Hood/Hop, Bema, and Baker/Berry; 
revving up undistinguished back spaces in Baker Library; 
and reaching out deeper into the community.   If you have 
further questions or ideas feel free to contact me (Elizabeth.
Michelman.77@Alum.Dartmouth.ORG). 
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The Prouty:
The Class of ‘77 has taken over three awards created 
by  Wes Chapman to increase student activity outdoors 
while raising money for the Norris Cotton Cancer 
Center.  This year, students broke records in partici-
pation (460 students) and fundraising (more than 
$119,600)!

Winning House reps, pictured below with Class Out-
doorsman Wes and President Nancy, are ‘15s Katie Mc-
Cormack (KDE), Tatsuro Yamamura (Phi Delt), and 
Adam Fishman (TDX).  Nine KDE women completed 
Century (100-mile) rides to win the Iron Butt Award.  
Phi Delt won the Participation Award by having its 
members take on multiple volunteer shifts to achieve 
263% participation.  And TDX raised a whopping 
$26,793 to win the Fundraising Award.

The Class of ‘77 also put together a team of bikers, 
which raised $12,136.  They include Gary Rogers and 
Jill ‘78, Kate and Tom Barnico, Cathy Volanakis, Wes 
and Martha Chapman, Pete Volanakis, and Martha 
Laughna (pictured below).  Rory Laughna and Peggy 
Bensinger also rode but are not pictured.

Class of 1977 Scholar:
David Pfister:  In September I had the pleasure of 
meeting our first Scholar - Katherine Oliver ‘16 (with 
David, below).  Kate is from Charlotte, NC, an avid 
whitewater kayaker, and lives in Zimmerman Hall.  For 
her research project, she will be working with Profes-
sor Jack Hoopes, a highly-regarded investigator and 
mentor at the Geisel School, who is also Co-Director 
of the Nanotechnology Working Group at the Norris 
Cotton Cancer Center.  Kate’s project is entitled “Novel 
imaging and adjuvant therapy techniques to enjance 
magnetic nanoparticle cancer treatment.”  Nanotech-
nology uses something very, very small to potentially 
accomplish big things, and is applicable to many fields 
- prominent among them are medicine and oncology, 
making Kate’s project both timely and important.  I 
look forward to sharing updates on Kate’s work with 
our class in the coming months.  

For information on the Dartmouth Center of Nano-
technology Excellence, go to www.engineering.dart-
mouth.edu/dccne/education.html.

Dartmouth Partners in Community Service:
DPCS liaison Liz Kadin sent the following report from 
our intern ‘14 Nayrana Carniero.  Nayrana was men-
tored by ‘77 Jennifer Clarke.

Nayrana:  I interned during the Spring of 2013 at 
Esperanza Health Center in North Philadelphia.  An 
astounding 25.8 million children and adults in the US 
(8.3% of the population) have diabetes, which contrib-
utes to an estimated 240,000 deaths annually.  Most 
cases are due to poor eating and exercise habits due 
to lack of education.  More than half of victims are of 
poor Hispanic origin.  My time in North Philadelphia
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showed me that the poor and needy exist right next 
door and, sadly, there are many inner cities around the 
US just like it.  While at Esperanza, I worked with the 
nutrition and diabetes committee.  I taught patients 
about good nutrition and exercising.  I led nutrition 
classes for local elementary school students, instruct-
ing them about ways to prevent obesity and diabetes.  
I also led free community cooking classes and taught 
families to work within their budget and not fall into 
destructive eating patterns.  In addition, I spent a lot 
of time with the HIV Outreach Team, working in the 
streets to promote HIV testing and doing home visits 
with nurses to provide care to patients. 

I was born and raised in Brazil and moved to Boca Ra-
ton, FL, with my family when I was 12.  At Dartmouth, 
I am a biochemistry major and have recently been 
accepted by the Geisel School of Medicine.  My current 
goal is to specialize in internal medicine and to work 
in underprivileged communities in the US or abroad.

My internship in Philly would not have been possible 
without DPCS funding.

CLASS ATHLETIC SPONSORSHIP: Kevin Young, liaison

TAKE A MINUTE FOR A MESSAGE...

KIM ROSENAU YORK: A reunion at Moosilauke 
brought me together with George Kendrick, Gary 
Clohan, Chris Mumford and Oleh Haluszka at the 
Ravine Lodge on June 13.  Good times were had by all 
-- climbing the mountin, salty dog ragging, and remi-
niscing.  

Kim salmon fishing  in appropriate attire off Bush 
Point, South Whidbey Island, WA.

BEVERLY GRAF: I saw fellow alumnus Phil Olson, ex-
NFL, currently a successful playwright, recently.  Also 
Classics Prof. Jim Tatum, in CA to take a concert at the 
fabulous Disney Hall.  Both hale and hearty.  As for 
me, these days I’m no longer VP of Development for 
Abilene Pictures, but have moved on to writing fiction 
and teaching film studies (and classical antiquity on 
film) at Pepperdine and UCLA as an Adjunct Profes-
sor.  My twin passions of classics and flim have finally 
come together.  Carpe diem!

And I’m thrilled to announce that the anthology Last 
Exit to Murder which contains my first published short 
story, “Shikata Ga Nai,” launched in July.  The first 
mystery-sci-fi novel to follow shortly, I hope.

MIKE CARTER: Caldwell Gaffney resides in the Balti-
more area and we typically meet up every other month 
for social events and the holidays.  He exercises regu-
larly and has even taken up Zumba!  Steve White and 
I have met over drinks and dinner in Washington, DC 
when he is in town on business.  Steve ran into Ar-
mond Enos in Boston.  Steve, Armond and I were at the 
Dartmouth Homecoming last October and we had a 
great time at the bonfire and game.  It was good to see 
classmates, old friends and fraternity brothers.
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CHRIS JENNY: There is Green all around and not just 
due to a rainy spring.  Sons Alex ‘10 and Chris ‘12 are 
both living in Boston with Dartmouth roomies and 
working in consulting.  Daughter Lauren ‘14 has just 
entered her final year of ‘living the dream’ in Ha-
nover.  Last daughter Lizzie is at Wayland High School 
and keeping us busy with her soccer, bball and track 
calendar.  My latest Dartmouth activity is serving on 
the Dartmouth Athletics Advisory Board with Harry 
Sheehy.  Classmate Brian Deevy also serves on the 
DAAB.  Was in Hanover in June for the annual Friends 
of Football golf outing.  Go Green!

TALI ARIK: Last year was challenging -- we went from 
the joys of my older daughter Doran marrying, to my 
closest sibling diagnosed two weeks later with terminal 
cancer.  Forty-seven year old attorney, mother of three.  
Our health is good -- went to Chianti in July to cel-
ebrate a friend’s birthday.  Many trips to Italy and Tur-
key and one to Sweden since my last communication.  
Roger Ulrich, classmate and Dartmouth Professor of 
Classics, has invited me to join the Dartmouth Rome 
FSP for a week for the first ever excursion to western 
Turkey, as they expand their educational experience of 
the Romans (my family is mostly in Turkey).

GARY ROGERS: Good times on the golf course in 
September for a group of ‘77s honoring friend and 
classmate, the late Mike Brigham, and raising money 
to fight cancer through the Michael Brigham Fund at 
Boston’s Dana Farber Cancer Institute.  From left to 
right, Mark Berthiaume, Brian McCloskey, Kevin Young, 
Gary Rogers, Jeff McKee, Pete Volanakis, Tom Barnico 
and Fred Kramer.

The Fund is managed under the direction of Dr. Toni 
K. Choueiri, Director of the Kidney Cancer Center at 
Dana Farber and a faculty member at Harvard Medi-
cal School.    If you are interested in contributing to 
Brigsy’s Fund, send a check payable to The Michael 
Brigham Fund to Mark Berthiaume, 33 Dover Circle, 
Franklin, MA 02038.  You can e-mail Mark at Berthi-
aumeM@gtlaw.com if you’d like more information or 
to join the golf tournament next year.
DAVID TORREY: I am pleased to announce the estab-
lishment of Torrey Architecture, Inc., “Creating and 
Transforming Places for Living, Working and Gath-
ering”.  Please visit my all-new website at www.tor-
reyarchtecture.com to view a sampling of the projects 
I have designed over the years.  A recent project, the 
Brookline Bancorp building in Copley Square, Boston, 
just received an award from the Boston Preservation 
Alliance.  From the BPA website, “The Preservation 
Achievement Awards honor outstanding achievements 
in historic preservation and compatible new construc-
tion in Boston.  Celebrated for their positive impact 
on the city’s built environment, winning projects are 
looked upon as models for future preservation work.”

JEFF LYON: Over graduation weekend, climbed Moosi-
lauke for the 31st time with my wife of 31 years, Jenni-
fer, and full family.  Driving rain and winds of 60 mph 
at the summit made it less fun ... but more interesting.  
Otherwise keeping busy in semi-retirement on Cape 
Cod.  Now that the years of driving our kids to basket-
ball, hockey, XC, etc. have ended with an empty nest, 
I am indulging my green thumb with a sizable organic 
vegetable garden and small orchard on our 5 acres in 
West Hyannisport.  Jen has been a local school teacher 
for many years and is counting down 5 more to the 
brass ring.  We enjoy some time in Key West every 
winter but plan to remain on Cape for the duration.

  The Lyon Clan:
         Jeff ‘77, Ed ‘52, Jill ‘13, Kate ‘05, and Jason ‘10
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CLASS OFFICERS

President   Nancy Vespoli  nancy.vespoli@snet.net

Vice President   Jeff McKee  jpmckee1@verizon.net

Treasurer   Pete Volanakis  peter.volanakis@gmail.com
  
Secretary   John Bird  jtbird.com@gmail.com

Head Agent   Bob Baum  rlb5@hotmail.com

Newsletter/Alumni Council Dee Dee Simpson d4jsimpson@compuserve.com

Class Projects   Elizabeth Kadin  lizkadin@gmail.com

Bequests/Social Media  John Storella  jrstorella@sbcglobal.net
 
Mini-reunions   Leslie Bradford  leslie.e.bradford@gmail.com

Webmaster   Gary Rogers  garyallenrogers@gmail.com

Outdoorsman   Wes Chapman  mwestonchapman@gmail.com

 Nancy, serving as an antenna    
to receive messages from  
classmates
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