
Dear Classmate,

I have so much class news to relay this month!  First of all, the 60th 
Birthday Bash in Jackson Hole was a smashing and smoky (thanks to 
wildfires in other states) success.  Seventy (why couldn’t we have made 
it 77??) classmates and guests attended a variety of events, from an 
elegant dinner atop the mountain for early arrivals, to a raptor tour 
with Gary and Jill Rogers’s ornithologist son, Grant, to a float trip with 
views of Grand Teton on the Snake River, to golf with Gloria Martinez 
as referee at Teton Pines, and a spectacular hike above Jenny Lake to 
Inspiration Point and Cascade Canyon.  It was here we witnessed the 
courage and bravery of College President and First Lady, Phil and Gail, 
where they passed the bear-in-the-woods test and survived their con-
frontation with a moose.  We are glad to report they prevailed and are 
even stronger for it to take on all of the College’s new initiatives.

Be sure to take a look at Phil’s speech on the evening of our grand 
60th Birthday celebration at the National Museum of Wildlife Art.   His 
speech, fantastic photos, and video can be found on the class website, 
www.DAR7MOU7h.com with many more on our Facebook Page.  Click 
on the FB link on the website or go to https://www.facebook.com/
groups/233882649955806/ .

The first night’s barbecue at Spring Creek Ranch atop a mesa with the 
Teton Mountain range before us found many of us renewing our 2nd 
grade square dancing steps, then gathering around a giant campfire 
as if we were on our Freshman Trips. 

The Lone Pine photo

bombed in Jackson!

At Friday night’s rodeo, the Class of ’77 became the main attraction 
next to the bucking broncos and angry bulls.  In fact, the first bull rider 
scored a 77!  The announcer razzed notable miscreants David Haraway, 
Ted Lapres and Ann Duffy.  We’ve decided that Dartmouth needs a 
Rodeo Team—yes, it is an intercollegiate sport!  

On Saturday night at the spectacular National Museum of Wildlife 
Art, inspired by the paintings and sculptures of the great Wild West, 
we found that we could be pretty wild ourselves, especially as all of 
us performed our poetry throughout dinner.  If you haven’t written 
your 60th Birthday poem yet, it is not too late.  Our Poet Laureate, Ann 
Duffy, has extended the deadline to the end of this year.  

We all had such a good time that we decided we can’t wait another 10 
years.  Watch for our 65th Birthday Bash in Santa Fe!  The planning has 
begun... But first things first-- our 40th!!! Reunion in Hanover, June 15-
18, 2017, clustered with ’76 and ’78, back again after 20 years!

Many thanks go to the 60th Bash Executive Organizing Committee 
of Leslie Bradford, Amy Cholnoky, Dee Dee Simpson, Betty Stroock, 
Betsy Stueber, Poet Laureate Ann Duffy, Class Marketing Director Bill 
Replogle, Class Musical Director John Cholnoky ’80, and Jim Guth for 
generously providing flowers for the dinners.

Five Class Executive Committee members, John Storella, Pam Perkins, 
Leslie Bradford, Bob Baum and I attended Class Officers Weekend on 
September 18-19.  We learned all about best practices for mini-re-
unions, websites, newsletters, etc.  So expect to be seeing even more 
improvements and additions to our communications and planning.  
We also heard about the implementation of Phil’s initiatives for Mov-
ing Dartmouth Forward.  So much has been accomplished in a very 
short time. Kudos to Phil and his staff! Read more at http://forward.
dartmouth.edu.  

 Nancy, Bob, Leslie,

Gail, Phil, Pam, and

John sang the Alma

Mater at Class

Officers’  Weekend

We were reminded again that you all need to update your contact 
information at http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/von/directory so that we 
(and the College, if you wish) can communicate with you.  While we 
snail mail three newsletters to you per year, we also send out a number 
of blast e-mails about upcoming events and other news.  Don’t worry, 
you are able to opt out of whatever type of College e-mail you don’t 
want to receive.  Hopefully, you’ll want to hear from us!

Have you been giving to the Dartmouth College Fund lately??  We 
need your help!  Alumni participation affects Dartmouth’s rating in US 
News and World Report.  It does not matter how large or small your 
donation is--all gifts have an equal impact on this aspect of the Col-
lege’s rating.  Many thanks to Pam Perkins and Bob Baum for making 
sure that our class continues to improve our participation and giving.

Our Alumni Council representative, Dee Dee Simpson, will be attend-
ing the fall meeting soon, October 22-24.  Let her know if you have any 
issues you would like her to raise.

Our wide selection of Class Projects continues to engage classmates 
and students alike: 

A few of us spent a day with the Summer Enrichment at Dartmouth 
(SEAD) Program in July.  It was enlightening and heartwarming.  Ralph 
Carlton joined us; Ralph now lives in the Hanover area and became 
CFO of King Arthur Flour last year. Be sure to read liaison Shirley Spen-
ce’s SEAD visit summary.  

The Prouty brought out many undergraduates, who raised a total of 
$85,000 for the Dartmouth Hitchcock Norris Cotton Cancer Center.  In 
addition to the undergrads, members of the Dartmouth Class of 1977 
team raised $17,777(!!) and enjoyed camaraderie and bucolic scenery 
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on a beautiful day in July.  Gary Rogers is the Class Superman, having 
ridden 200 miles in two days, with Superwoman wife, Jill ’78.  Our 
team was also graced by College President and First Lady, Phil and 
Gail.  All of you out there who like to cycle, row or golf, think about 
joining us next year!

Be sure to read about Steve Mentzer’s mentorship of one of our DPCS 
mentees this summer.  Steve is a thoracic surgeon (as in lung trans-
plants!) at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Dana-Farber/Brigham 
and Women’s Cancer Center. He is a professor of surgery at Harvard 
Medical School. Thanks to our DPCS liaison, Liz Kadin, for continuing to 
find brilliant mentors amongst our class for these very lucky Dart-
mouth students.   

Kevin Young will continue to liaise with our assigned freshman football 
recruit; David Pfister with our Undergraduate Research student and 
Elizabeth Michelman with the Class of ’77 Collaborative Art Project.

Watch for future news of the ’77 Winter Carnival Ice Sculpture contest.  
It has become so popular that changes need to be made to accommo-
date increasing expenses and participants.

We hope you will join us at a mini-reunion this year, starting with 
Homecoming in Hanover on October 9 and 10.  If you didn’t make it 
to the 60th Bash in Jackson Hole, celebrate with us in the Dartmouth 
Night Parade and at a pre-game tailgate with other classes of the 70’s 
hosted by Tom ’75 and Judy ’76 Csatari at their home, followed by 
the Yale game.  Come enjoy autumn in Hanover!  Go to www.DAR-
7MOU7H.com for details.

Or, if you can’t make Homecoming, join us in Cambridge for the Har-
vard game on Friday, October 30, 7:30 PM.  Meet at the Dartmouth tail-
gate tent beforehand at 5:30, wearing your DAR7MOU7H Flat Stanleys!  
http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/events/DartmouthFootballatHarvard 

Go ‘[e^(2*pi*i +4.34380542185)]! 

(NB: From one of our class poets-- a very good mathematician.  Who 
could that be???)

Go Green!

Nancy Parssinen Vespoli 

Class President

**********************************************************************

40 by the 40th!

 The Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) honors those who have made a 
planned gift to Dartmouth.  We’ve set a goal to have 40 members of 
our class join BTS by our 40th reunion.  This would smash the current 
record of 25 members!  But we’ll have to work hard because the ‘76’s 
are already poised to beat the record next year.  
 
You can join BTS by naming Dartmouth as a beneficiary of your will, re-
tirement plan or life insurance policy, or by establishing a gift annuity, 
a pooled income trust or a charitable remainder trust.  Contact John 
Storella ‘77 (jrstorella@icloud.com) or Julie Hinman (julie.hinman@
dartmouth.edu) at the Gift Planning Office.  

 Bartlett Tower Society.  What’s your reason for joining?

 
John Storella 
     and
Gift Planning’s
Julie Hinman

*****************************************************
’77’s Impressive Results for the 

Dartmouth College Fund:  

THANK YOU to everyone who gave to the Dartmouth College 
Fund (DCF) through June 30, 2015.  Once again, we beat our dol-
lar goal, raising $736,035 from 399 classmates and exceeding our 
goal of $650,000 by $86,035.  Our participation rate of 40.7% fell 
short of the hoped-for 45%, but the good news is our participa-
tion increased by 3.8% over 2014.  Altogether, the College raised 
$49.1 million, with an average participation rate of 42.9%. 

We would especially like to recognize our dedicated and enthu-
siastic team of 32 class agents:  Roberto Anderson, Missy Asbill 
Attridge, Leslie Embs Bradford, Amy Cammann Cholnoky, 
Scott Cooper, Will Danford, Susan Dentzer, Eric Donnenfeld, 
Gretchen Heller Farmer, Bill Gentes, Frank Governali, Bill 
Greenbaum, Doug Ireland, Anne Lowendahl Jeliazkov, Drew 
Kintzinger, Lucinda Leach, Frank Long, John Ogden, Bob 
Overhiser, Anne Quirk, Gina and Tom Russo, Ellen Sullivan 
Sen, Steve Silver, Dee Dee Granzow Simpson, Betsy Fauver 
Stueber, Tom Tape, Blair Thompson, Edy Berman Ullman, 
Maud and Jeff Welles, and Bernie Wittels.  Thank you, we could 
not succeed without all of you! 

WANTED:  More Class Agents.  We hope to recruit 8 more class 
agents this fall.  For every one we recruit, we are able to connect 
with 10 or more classmates.  All you need to do is to make some 
phone calls.  We provide you all the information you need, and 
you get to enjoy reconnecting with classmates.  If you would 
like to join our merry band of agents, please contact either of us.  
Don’t delay—we hope to hear from you today.

Bob Baum,  at rlb5@hotmail.com or (301) 332-4019 or 
Pam Perkins, at pamelagperkins@gmail.com or    
(917) 232-4600.

******************************************************
CLASS PROJECTS: 

                                                                       The Prouty:
                                                                                  Gary Rogers and 
                                                                                  wife Jill ‘78, Pete
                                                                                  Scannell ‘80, and 
                                                                       Nancy Vespoli
                                                                    rode  for the ‘77s                                 
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THE PROUTY: 
As you may remember, some members of the Class of ‘77 person-
ally initiated three cash awards to get fraternities and sororities 
into the outdoors during sophomore summer while fundraising 
for a good cause - the Norris Cotton Cancer Center at Dartmouth 
Mary Hitchcock Hospital.  For the past several years, the Class has 
taken over the awards as one of our class projects.  

This year, Theta Delta Chi captured two prizes: the Class of ’77 
Fundraising Award for raising more than any other fraternity or 
sorority with $27, 541.  They also won the Class of ’77 “Iron Butt” 
Award, won by the 13 TDX-ers who cycled the Prouty 100-miler. 
Phi Delta Alpha won  the Participation Award with 212% of the 
House volunteering and participating in The Prouty.  (No, the 
math isn’t off - house members participate in the cycle ride, walk, 
rowing, or golf AND act as volunteers, handing out water, t-shirts, 
giving directions, etc!)

Dee Dee Simpson and Nancy Vespoli presented the checks to, 
from left to right,TDX-ers Guy Green D’17, Jacob Landman D’17, 
David Sher D’17, Pete Volanakis, Phi Delts Grantly Neely D’17 
and Kevin Zhang D’17; Prouty staff member Rebecca Gray. 

ART PROJECT:
Class Treasurer Pete Volanakis recently received the following thank-you 
letters from the students we are sponsoring:

Dear Mr. Volanakis,

I would like to thank you and the Class of  1977 for the generosity you’ve 
shown towards the arts at Dartmouth.  We are not a school necessarily 
known for the arts, but it has become such an important and valuable part 
of my time here, made possible through opportunities like the 1977 Project 
Award.  Gabriel and I will be sure to show you the result of our work, but 
we’re hoping to make a collaborative living sculpture using plants and ma-
chine parts.  Thanks again!

Malika Khurana

Dear Class of ‘77 and Mr. Peter Volanakis,

I wanted to take the time to thank you for your generous contribution to my 
artistic development.  It is with your help that I hope to continue exploring 
the ways in which the human morphs into its environment.  I hope that I, 
along with my colleague Malika, will make something you are proud of.  
Please feel free to reach out to me if you’d like progress updates.  Thanks 
once again, and I do hope this is not the last time we get to communicate!  

Sincerely,

Gabriel Barrios ‘15

DARTMOUTH PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY 
SERVICE: 
Class liaison Liz Kadin  heard from DPCS mentee Thienan Dang, ‘16: 
I worked at DotHouse Health in my hometown of Dorchester, MA this 
summer, which allowed me to observe how a community-based health 
center operates. It was a great hands-on experience where I was not only 
able to partake in administrative duties but also had the opportunity 
to observe clinical practices. Having Dr. Steve Mentzer as a mentor 
further enriched my experience by exposing me to the research aspect 
of the medical field. Our conversations gave me a lot of insight into what 
being a healthcare professional can entail and I’m so grateful for all of his 
advice!

Steve Mentzer added his own thought-provoking views on the purpose 
of internships and the goal of undergraduate education:  I am particularly 
intrigued by undergraduate “internships” because an “off term” job takes 
advantage of the Dartmouth Plan and may provide undergraduates with 
a new perspective on academics and career.   My personal hope is that 
internships can address a more general trend—namely, intellectual fa-
tigue.   Based on my personal (admittedly skewed) experience mentoring 
medical students, graduate students and postdoctoral fellows, I am con-
cerned that we have inadvertently created a generation of students who 
have jettisoned curiosity and enthusiasm as unaffordable luxuries.  To 
paraphrase William Yeats, education is not the filling of a bucket, but the 
lighting of a flame.  Too often, the nascent flame seems to be extinguished 
by the educational grind.

I recently cared for a Harvard Business School student who had lung 
cancer treated during the Spring semester.  When I saw her last week, she 
had just finished a top financial internship in New York.  She admitted 
that her health issues had triggered a reassessment of her approach to 
education and career.  Instead of constantly competing for the next hur-
dle—an HBS tradition—she was going to “live in the moment” and enjoy 
her education.

Phil Hanlon has proposed the admirable goal of 24/7 learning for Dart-
mouth students.  To achieve that goal, we need to find a way to rekindle 
the curiosity, passion and enthusiasm for learning in the current genera-
tion of college students.

SUMMER ENRICHMENT AT DARTMOUTH: 
Class Liaison SHIRLEY SPENCE reports:  

Those of you who are tracking the College’s continuing evolution may 
be interested in some news about SEAD’s home organization: the Tucker 
Foundation. It was founded in 1951 in honor of Dartmouth’s ninth presi-
dent, with the mission to serve as the spiritual and moral authority of the 
College. 

A 2013-2014 review of the Foundation’s mission concluded that Dart-
mouth students would be best served by creating two new centers: the 
Dartmouth Center for Service, to focus on service and social entrepre-
neurship; and the William Jewett Tucker Center, to foster spiritual and 
ethical living.

SEAD is one of several Dartmouth Center for Service programs. Fifteen 
years strong, it continues to empower promising high school students 
from under-resourced backgrounds to thrive in high school and college 
while offering Dartmouth students transformative opportunities for 
service and leadership.

Now, for the fun part! 
On a perfect July morning in Hanover, I met up with Dee Dee Simpson, 
Nancy Vespoli, and SEAD Director Jay Davis in front of the Hanover Inn. 
Jay had a busy day planned for us: 
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•	 Observe	Dartmouth	and	high	school	participants	in	sharing	
and college prep sessions 
•	 Have	a	casual	discussion	of	SEAD’s	accomplishments	and	
future, and how we can help
•	 Get	a	free	lunch	and	entertaining	presentation	with	the	Student	
Wellness Center on wellbeing (complete with a self-assessment exercise 
that found my lifestyle lacking!)

Too many inspiring conversations to tell here: with SEAD high school 
students, preparing for their futures; and with Dartmouth students, 
passionate about this program and headed in many exciting directions 
including roles with nonprofits and a Fulbright Scholarship adventure.
Special bonus!
Ralph Carlton heard the call and joined the party. Ralph has relocated to 
the Dartmouth area to take a leadership position at King Arthur Flour, 
based in Norwich VT. It didn’t hurt that the hugely popular Baker Library 
café, where we had our chat with Jay, is a King Arthur offshoot. Free 
lattes!
Ralph’s post field trip observation: “It’s clear that SEAD is a great program 
and well worth our class’s support.” 

  
Nancy, Ralph, Dee Dee and
          Shirley at SEAD

CLASS SCIENCE SCHOLAR:  Gautham Upadastra sent a 
picture with his Sophomore Science Scholars poster, with thanks to the 
Class of ‘77 for its support and funding of the project.

************************************************************************ 
TAKE A MINUTE FOR A MESSAGE...

TALI ARIK spent 10 days in Italy with Edward Bradley (Professor Emer-
itus, Classics) and classmate and Classics Professor ROGER ULRICH.  
The trip, entitled “Italia Incognita’, was the 2015 edition of their Viator 
Seminar, an opportunity for grads and non-grads to seek treasures of art 
and history not often seen by tourists, this time around Naples.  Roger, 
Edward and Tali have been travelling together in Italy since the Rome 
FSP in Fall, 1976.  

Tali wonders whether he’s the only grad in Pahrump, NV, near Vegas?

MAUD AND JEFF WELLES 
helped AMY CHOLNOKY 
celebrate her 60th.

GEORGE SHACKELFORD, DEE DEE SIMPSON, and ROBIN GOS-
NELL recreated Caillebotte’s Paris Street,  Rainy Day (photographed 
by NANCY VESPOLI).  If you want to see the original, visit the show 
George co-curated at the National Gallery in DC until October 4 and 
then at the Kimbell in Fort Worth from November 8 - February 14.

 DON GAYLORD: I am a full adjunct professor with Webster University 
(since 1992), and have been teaching in-the-class classes and online ones.  
A request came out from the International Relations department in St. 
Louis (main campus) in mid-January for volunteers to teach in Ghana, 
where Webster has a small but growing program.  So I volunteered, and 
was in Accra from 11 March  - 11 May.  I taught two classes, Survey of 
Latin America and International Political Economy.  I had 7 Master’s 
students in one and 8 in the other.  There was a need on all sides for 
adjustment: I am hard of hearing, so I had to remind my students, some 
of whom were quite reserved, to speak up, and I had difficulties under-
standing their English, and vice versa, they told me.  Ghanaians are fairly 
socially conservative, for example, women are a few decades behind their 
sisters in the more liberal west regarding pay, employment opportunities, 
and role stereotyping; at one point in one of our many discussions, a 
student commented, “Dr. Gaylord, you’ll get run out of Ghana for your 
liberal stance!”  

                                                      Don on a 10-mile  hike to Dodowa Falls. 

AL GORDON missed the festivities in Jackson
because he was bicycling in the Loire with his
sons Griffin ‘06 and John Blair.  Note the 
matching Equipe Gordon gear!

                                                           BETSY STUEBER, DEE DEE’S son
                                                          James Simpson, TOM FOSTER and         
                                                          wife Amy celebrated PHIL ANDRYC.
                                                             Phil was honored by homeless charity
                                                          Covenant House, on whose board he 
                                                          sits.

GARY ‘HOSS’ ROGERS became Co-Head of the Friends of Dartmouth 
Lacrosse on July 1.  He has been an Advisory Board Member since its in-
ception, and has been leading the charge on fundraising efforts.  If you’d 
like to give, you know who to call....
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NELSON VALVERDE, 
TOM PELL, RICHARD 
SARNER and TOM 
COHN celebrated Bolivian 
Independence Day.

LIZ KADIN and husband 
Richard enjoyed a bagel brunch 
along the Hudson.

KIM ROSENAU YORK tried the 
Sasquatch Zipline at Whistler, the 
highest and fastest in North Amer-
ica.  Go Kim!

Another birthday reunion!  ED 
HOLUBOWICH, SCOTT COO-
PER, FRANK GOVERNALI and 
NED WINSOR got together in 
Hanover.  (Our Class President 
quips: ‘Seniors on the Senior 
Bench’.)

NICOLE LEWIS-OAKES, 
DIANA TAYLOR, and DEE 
DEE SIMPSON got together in 
London.  (No, we are NOT ‘ladies 
who lunch’!!)

ANDY MOERLEIN: The summer brought some very big changes. 
New job. After 20 years of massive hours, I set out to trim my teaching 
schedule to fit in a few more hours in my studio each week. I left my 
consuming high school job for a K- 8th position at a great school - 
three vigorous days/week. So far it has been an exceptional adventure. 
Everyday I am happier and more aware of how to address the range of 
ages and abilities. What a thrilling challenge.

After nearly 30 years in Boston for Donna Dodson, it was a real change 
for her too when we settled on this fine home and SPACIOUS studio 
that we share. Although a suburban home, it is in a community with 
great creative energy (ArtSpace Maynard, MA plus several lively 
contemporary galleries) and easy access to Boston proper. For the first 
time in my adult life, we walked to dinner from home! I regularly ride 
my bike to the hardware store (open till 7) for odds and ends.  Donna 
and I have been married almost one year! We have combined our 
hearts and minds, our lives and families, and our homes and studios...

***************************************************************************************************************
                                                                                  JACKSON!!!!!!
Mini- reunion chair LESLIE BRADFORD reports:  We are all still on a high from our Jackson Hole adventure!  70 of us gathered at Spring Creek 
Ranch to celebrate our 60th and our friendships - old and new.  The early arrivers went on a bird-watching walk led by Gary and Jill Rogers’ son  Grant 
on Thursday morning.  

 BETSY STUEBER  Team photo in front of the     Viewing Swainson’s hawks  Bonus:  we didn’t see only birds!
 asks Grant about wing span barn used in the movie ‘Shane’  

Thursday evening was under the stars at the Ranch, complete with Western Barbecue, square dancing, and a fire pit.  

JEAN ROSSTON, JIM GUTH     ANNE GOODE STALKER      DUFFY        Before, during,                   and after the square dancing   
& EDY ULLMAN         & husband Peter  organizes everybody      
Friday morning included a raft float trip along the Snake River, with moose, marmot and bald eagle sightings!  Luckily everyone remained dry.

NICOLE LEWIS-OAKES,    LESLIE BRADFORD &    EDY ULLMAN &  HOLLY HOEL BENSON   KATHY PHILLIPS
BETTY STROOCK, NANCY    LUCY TOWNSEND      ANDREA KORMANN LOWE    & GENNY GUIMOND KROB
VESPOLI & DEE DEE SIMPSON
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Friday night was the Rodeo, and APDuffy gave the announcer a run for his money.  Scoring the bull riders was exciting, as the winning point score 
was - believe it - 77!!! The cheering was deafening!

  DAVE HARAWAY led the cheering section.         Our class president wants to introduce        AMES was           CHRIS MORRIS, CARLA PERSONS
                 intercollegiate barrel racing at Dartmouth!        ready to ride       HATFIELD & LUCY TOWNSEND

Saturday morning included a hike to Inspiration Point at Jenny Lake.  Aptly named - see all the photos on our Class of ‘77 page on Facebook.

                                                                                  Men                     and        Vomen
      of      Dartmouth

             (as Pete Volanakis noted, it looks like
             Dartmouth started admitting men in 
              1972, not the other way around!)

 We ran into lots of hikers who recognized the t-shirts and
     bandanas from the rodeo!!  Had we been too rowdy?
                                   (Ask Haraway!)
          JEAN ROSSTON      KATHY PHILLIPS
      Our fearless leader and friends           and PAM PERKINS and BETSY STUEBER

Our Big Bash dinner on Saturday night was at the Wildlife Art Museum and it was something to behold.  Beautiful flowers, big banners, and great 
food (elk and local trout) were topped only by the impressive display of our classmates’ creativity - over 85 submissions of haiku, poetry, song lyrics 
(performed live!), Nancy’s BASIC computer program, and our President’s equation!  APD again orchestrated the presentations and kept things moving 
all evening, which ended too soon for all of us!  

                                                                                        AMY CHOLNOKY, BETTY STROOCK, BILL STOUT, BETSY STUEBER, HOLLY BENSON,
                                                                                                                                             & ANNE STALKER played pass the parcel and won!

         RICHARD SARNER            LESLIE KENNEY FINERTIE
          & wife Sharyn  & husband Bob

It was such a great weekend together that plans are already underway for our next big birthday - rumor has it we will be heading to Santa Fe, so if you 
weren’t at this one, you’ll have a chance to join us in the Southwest in 2020!  If that seems like a long way off, the Executive Committee reminds you 
that Hanover is less than two years away - our 40th!  See you there!

Special thanks to Jean Rosston, Kathy Phillips and others for their photos.
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                                                        GREAT CLASS OF ‘77 POETRY SLAM UPDATE

Submitted with a straight face and a clean conscience by AP DUFFY ’77 Poet Laureate

In these digital days, it is all about the metrics…if a picture speaks 1000 words, a metric speaks but one absolute truth, and in those terms and any 
others, our Sixtieth BDay ’77 Poetry Throw Down was a magnificent and on-going success (cuz as my recently deceased wizard of words and random 
musings told me, “It ain’t over until it’s over…”)

As of the Saturday night Jackson BDay dinner, we had over 50 poems entered by almost 40 poets, a stunning response rate that we hope will continue 
to grow, culminating in our 40th Reunion in 2017.  More surprising, there were over 50 Prestigious and cash-free Awards doled out by our Green 
Ribbon Panel of Judge (me!)

The reading kicked off with the poem awarded “Most Presidential”, a delightful coincidence given it was submitted at the very last minute, I confess 
under no small amount of duress and veiled threats from the Poet Master General herself by none other that our most recent Classmate, Gail Gentes 
Hanlon’s visibly unwell and reluctant spouse.  Methinks, though that he dost protest too much…Phil’s mesmerizing and hypnotic verse went like this:  
                                                                                                          Gloria Martinez
     e^(2πi+4.34380542)=77.                                         explains Phil’s verse

Duh...of course!  In that pithy and elegant equation, Phil’s raw emotion and basic humanity were openly on display for the entire gathering to take in, 
process and gawk at.  We were stunned by his clever brilliance!  Why hadn’t anyone thought of that?  Those of us who were in the room at the time feel 
blessed that we were there, just upon happenstance, for the birth and unveiling of what will now be known in the 77 cannon as Hanlon’s Mandate.  Or 
Womandate, for those of you who like to split politically correct etymological hairs.

After that, it was off to the verses, and all downhill in the best possible ways.  Poet entrants discovered at the very last moment (so no one could hide in 
the museum’s displays) that they were required to perform their own verse for their dinner.  After many hollow protestations and rather false sem-
blances of humility, the well-versed poetry beasts in us all were unleashed, and an Endless Entropy of the English language ensued.  
If you had forgotten that both Gary “Cooper” Rogers and “Fergie” Townsend are certified rock stars, just go to Jeannie Rosston’s Facebook videos 
and say no more.  Speaking of Jeannie, she still has those melodious pipes and did haunting justice to Jim Guth’s “Somewhere Up in the Tetons.”  Dee 
Dee Simpson, Leader of a very Motley Pack including Amy Cholnoky, Leslie Bradford, Betsy Stueber and Betty Stroock brought down the house 
with her “College on the Hill”, virtually stunning her extremely erudite and did I say verbose spouse David into silence…a first!!!
     Gary ‘Cooper’ Rogers       Lucy ‘Fergie’          Jim Guth         Chris Morris       Pete ‘the Greek’
     with Duffy         Townsend,          entranced by         explains to        imparts his
           rapper          Jean Rosston’s         Kathy Phillips        mother’s 
           extraordinaire          delivery         and Edy Ullman       philosophy

Some of the other crowd favourites were Ted Lapres’s “Haggiest”, Christine Jo Morris, our own favourite “ProdiGal” daughter and what could be 
stranger than the “How in the World did Joey Gleason morph into Robert Frost?” award.  Shut. Up.

President Nancy M.V.esP.oli was awarded the “Most BASICally Awesome” Award for her poignant and gripping ode to code that would bring even 
John Kemeny to tears.  Jeff Stone channeled his inner Zombie and chilled our spines and our wines invoking us to picture a “Dead Greek House Walk-
ing.”  But hey, if Heorot is still walking around, there is hope for any house to survive the apocalypse!  

In a genuinely concerned and uncharacteristically tasteless moment, Fred Stueber (of Betsy Fauver fame) came up to me and said “Did you read Edy 
Ullman’s poem?  I think she is talking about your butt!”  Of course, Fred, what else did Edy learn of substance at Dartmouth other than to wax poetic 
about my better half??? 

And best of all, we learned the Secret of Life from Pete Volanakis’s mom:  “Go outside and play with your friends.”  We did it 40 years ago in Hanover, 
we did it in Jackson, and we will continue to do it as long as we are the Walking Living!  

It was all in the telling.  By now, your FOMO* is overwhelming you, but FEAR NOT!  Our 40th will be your chance to redeem yourself and shine!  
There will be more poems!  And even more awards!!!  All the poems AND the awards to date will be posted on the Class website shortly.  Keep those 
cards and letter coming!  If you are even considering skipping our 40th, take the wise words of our “Sousiest Seuss” Award winner, Bill Replogle to 
heart:

 Those who stayed at home       Poet ‘Plogle’ with Jeff Stone in the background  
 Stared out the window wistfully            
 Not just a little bent out of shape     
 But totally and unequivocally pissed fully
 Drinking down their bitter coffee      and displaying his name tag with
 Instead of more inviting brews      freshman book picture (with thanks to
 Wishing they were stuck inside      SUE WILEY YOUNG)
 Their smarter classmates’ shoes.      
*Fear of Missing Out…         
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CLASS OFFICERS

President   Nancy Vespoli  nancy.vespoli@snet.net

Vice President   Jeff McKee  jpmckee1@verizon.net

Treasurer   Pete Volanakis  peter.volanakis@gmail.com

Secretary   John Bird  jtbird.com@gmail.com

Head Agents   Bob Baum  rlb5@hotmail.com
    Pam Perkins  pamelagperkins@gmail.com

Newsletter/Alumni Council Dee Dee Simpson d4jsimpson@compuserve.com

Class Projects   Elizabeth Kadin  lizkadin@gmail.com

Bequests/Social Media  John Storella  jrstorella@icloud.com

Mini-reunions   Leslie Bradford  leslie.e.bradford@gmail.com

Webmaster   Gary Rogers  garyallenrogers@gmail.com

Outdoorsman   Wes Chapman  mwestonchapman@gmail.com

Poet Laureate   Ann Duffy  apduffy@optonline.net

NANCY AND THE GANG 
HOPE YOU’LL SEND NEWS 
AND PHOTOS FOR THE 
NEXT NEWSLETTER!!


